
Mission/Social Action Commission 
 

Commission members: Carlene Gahrs, Susan Grant, Frank Hartley (Governing Board representative and 

Chair), Marshall Henry (Governing Board representative), Carol Larimer, Trish McHugh, Dee Van Horn, 

Rev. Greg Larsen (ex officio)  

Monthly Updates - The commission received monthly updates from the commission members who 

serve as liaisons between the commission and each of the entities supported by the United Church-BR: 

Women's Information Service, Inc.(WISE) - Susan Grant, Starburst - Carol Larimer, PRIDE Big Rapids - 

Frank Hartley, Mecosta County Habitat for Humanity (MCHFH) - Marshall Henry, Our Brother's Keeper 

(OBK) - Dee Van Horn. The commission also continued to explore and support initiatives related to the 

United Church's covenant and certification as an Open and Affirming (UCC) and More Light (PC-USA) 

congregation.  

2022 Monthly Brief Summaries  

January - Scheduled a meeting during which representatives of the commission will meet with members 

of Immanuel Lutheran Church to explore ways we might help with Immanuel's "Dump and Run," an 

effort to provide FSU students with an opportunity to leave useable foodstuffs, clothing, and other 

material for pick-up and distribution to organizations that can make use of those items.  

February - Agreed to again promote fundraisers for WISE: a 5K Fun Walk/Run in June and a golf outing in 

July. Continued engagement with Immanuel Lutheran Church. Received thanks from Pride Festival 

organizers for the donation on behalf of the United Church. Discussed possible activities for Earth Day.  

March - Continued productive conversations regarding cooperation with Immanuel Lutheran Church, 

Earth Day activities, support for the Pride Festival, and the highway pick-up.  

April - The MCHFH reported that its Critical Care Program had served 9 veterans and 8 other community 

members so far this year. WISE again commended the Children's Advocate for its assistance to young 

children who come to the shelter. Reviewed Rich Coby's proposal for a "Tree Identification Walk" to be 

held in May and voted to recommend that the Governing Board support an environmental awareness 

educational series. Continued support for the highway pick-up, "Dump and Run," and the Pride Festival.  

May - Learned that "Dump and Run" received a total of 1,737 pounds of various goods that were 

distributed to 11 local non-profit organizations (the committee from Immanuel thanked the 7 members 

of the United Church who assisted) and that the highway pick-up was successful with 15 volunteers. 

Invited members of the Pride Festival Planning Board to attend the church coffee hour on June 5. 

Discussed the possibility of a "neighborhood block party" that would utilize the church parking lot as the 

venue. 

June - Starburst reported receipt of 3200 pounds of food as a result of the Post Office canned-goods 

drive, WISE reported a successful 5K Walk/Run with 56 participants raising $2600. Reimplemented the 

Equal Exchange Program for coffee and chocolate.  

July/August - The commission did not meet formally.  



September - Starburst reported receipt of $33,333 from Mecosta County to provide food for those in 

need. OBK reported it will be sponsoring in October a "Can You Survive the Night?" event as not only a 

fund-raiser, but also to raise awareness of what it's like to be homeless and also reported receipt of a 

$500,000 grant from Mecosta County to improve shelter services and space. WISE reported receipt of a 

$500,000 grant from Mecosta County to provide improved living space for the shelter program.  

October - OBK reported that the "Can You Survive the Night?" event was successful. WISE reported 

plans for building a new shelter are underway, as are plans for the 2023 golf outing (newly named "The 

A. Donald Grant Memorial Golf Outing"). Thanked the Property and Finance Commission for its prompt 

response to the commission's recommendation that PRIDE Big Rapids be provided with the necessary 

paperwork to rent office and meeting space in the church. Approved the following grant requests: $900 

to Mecosta County Habitat for Humanity, $500 to WISE, $400 to Open Arms Child Advocacy Center, 

$1000 to Our Brother's Keeper, and $1000 to Starburst. The requests from PRIDE Big Rapids for $500 

and from Recycle of Mecosta County for $423 were deferred until January, 2023.  

November - Learned the Red Tag gift program currently has enough volunteers to provide gifts for 

about 40 children. PRIDE Big Rapids reported that all of the paperwork necessary for rental of two 

rooms in the church has been approved and signed and that their first meeting in their new spaces will 

be held on Sunday, November 20.  

December - No formal meeting scheduled. The brief summaries above describe only some of the many 

activities and initiatives undertaken during 2022 by the Mission/Social Action Commission.  

The commission continues to be a vibrant expression of the United Church's desire to serve others. 

Please feel free to contact any member of the commission if you want more information about any of 

the items listed above or about any of the other ways the commission is living out its mission for our 

church. We are blessed to be able to share Jesus' love and compassion with those in need.  

Respectfully submitted on behalf of the Mission/Social Action Commission by: Frank Hartley 

(Commission Chair) 

 


