
Moderator’s Report 
 

As we move toward the end of 2022 there have been many good things happening at the United Church 

of Big Rapids. Through the efforts of members of our church we now have our brand-new electronic sign 

up and running on State Street. This will now draw attention to our church 24 / 7 as the residents of our 

area drive by our church. That sign could not be up and running without the donations of many of our 

church members, which totaled over $13,000 of the roughly 18,000 needed to install the sign. Thank 

you to everyone who helped make this happen. 

Big Rapids Pride now has a place to call home in our church. As many of you know we have a lot of space 

in our church that is not used. During our Governing Board meeting it was also great to hear the Cub 

Scouts are once again meeting in our church. Your Governing Board has also voted to allow AA to begin 

using our building space. Thank you, Property and Finance Commission, for your hard work on these 

projects. 

When the covid pandemic hit the United States hard in 2020 our church was impacted along with many 

other houses of worship in our country. Our church had been on the radio for years to deliver the 

service to member shut ins, the sick, or those on a tight schedule. Covid shut the worship service down 

and we had to resort to technology to get the word out. We have expanded to YouTube and Facebook 

to allow everyone to see and hear the service no matter where they may be in the world. That has been 

possible because of the dedication of many members of the Technology Committee and financial 

support from the congregation. Here is a true story that shows the importance and impact of 

technology: 

“My wife, Melanie, has relatives that reside in Canada. Both her parents were born there, but later 

moved to the Detroit area. One of Melanie’s Canadian cousins sent us an interesting Facebook post in 

August. In that post he mentioned that his church had closed, and he was looking for a new church. He 

found our service on Facebook and felt our spiritual message was similar to his former church. He had 

been watching our service for the last several months. 

The United Church of Big Rapids is having an impact on the lives of many individuals, organizations, and 

the community at large. We should all be proud of what is happening in our church. Thank you to 

everyone who is helping make this happen. 

As our congregation moves toward 2023, we must ask ourselves: “How can I help make the United 

Church a more viable and relevant church”. All of us must try to become more involved in the life of the 

church. Volunteer for a committee or commission, become an elder on the Governing Board, liturgist, 

usher, join the choir, be a host after service during coffee hour, or bring a friend(s) to a Sunday service. 

God Bless all of you, 

Marshall Henry 

Moderator 2021-2022 

 


