
Pastor’s Report 
 

Friends, 

 

It has been a privilege and an honor to serve as Intentional Interim. UCBR will remain in my steadfast 

prayers for a successful search and call in the months to come. I will miss the relationships made with 

members of the UCBR community and will lift prayers as UCBR journey’s forward. 

 

I was heart-warmed by the responses to the review of the office of the Pastor, as so many of you had 

kind, warm, generous statements to make about my impact on your faith journey at UCBR. At the same 

time, many of you have expressed this gratitude by asking if I could stay as a permanent pastor. Sadly, 

the UCC and PC(USA) frown on this practice and, while I do not necessarily agree with it, my sense of 

ethics tells me I must do what is right and not always what I want or desire. There is beauty and Spiritual 

worth staying long-term at UCBR. I am confident a pastor will see that worth in the time to come. 

 

Meanwhile, there is still work to be done, as there will always be in the life of the Church and the local 

church. I am hoping UCBR will risk, and find the reward, in updating the bylaws and constitution of the 

church to a flexible and missional document that allows for permission-giving ministry to happen fluidly. 

Housing Big Rapids PRIDE and rejuvenating the front façade of the church will offer substantial mission 

opportunities if UCBR uses these small things to boldly live out its Open & Affirming and More Light 

identities. Carefully listening to opportunities lifted by the Mission and Outreach Commission and 

creating action plans would also benefit the future of UCBR. 

 

It is worth noting that living into the progressive theology of the UCC and PC(USA) is not “preaching 

politics” from the pulpit per se, but it is living into the liberation theology of the Gospels. A bold stance 

in the Big Rapids community would highlight UCBR’s tenacity for welcoming all into the life and ministry 

of the church.  Progressive theology has been and remains key for those seeking progressive churches. 

UCBR remains one of the very few options in Mecosta County – it is ripe for harvesting this option. Keep 

in mind the idea that welcoming all does not mean welcoming those with harmful opinions. Loving 

neighbors must be at the heart of the congregation. 

 

I have made recommendations to the Governing Board for items such as updating bylaws and 

constitution and enhancing the worship space with aesthetic improvements such as paint and lighting. 

The visual part of the Audio-Visual upgrade will help continue to create opportunities to enhance 

worship using technology to teach and worship with at the same time. It has been my professional 

experience that having an up-to-date sanctuary (even in aesthetics alone) can make for a welcoming and 

deeper spiritual environment for attendees. Creating space with the sanctuary to welcome families is 

also a risk that has tremendous rewards. “Kids in the sanctuary during worship?” Yes… it is something 

that has been transformational for many churches when families have felt the welcome for them and 

their children during worship. I have also suggested the use of a leadership covenant to help maintain 

appropriate relationships within leadership and ensure that accountability in leadership is of utmost 

importance and priority to a healthy, well-functioning church.  

 



There are too many names to express gratitude so please do not feel dejected if your name doesn’t 

appear, for I am grateful for all of you. Three people I do wish to thank publicly are Julie Cole, Paul 

Heidemann, and Linda Rinehart. Julie has played a centering and grounding role for me as pastor. She 

has helped countless times when she didn’t have to, but because she wanted to. To go over and above 

the call of duty is an honorable attribute and to keep my calendar sometimes better than me, even 

more so. Paul has been a wonderful and thoughtful staff member – one whose gifts go well beyond the 

black and ivory keys of the organ and piano, and extend into part of the mission and ministry that will be 

sorely missed when he leaves UCBR. I have appreciated his knowledge, his wit, and his postludes that 

vibrate the sanctuary floor and make my heart feel the Spirit if it hasn’t already. Linda Rinehart’s passion 

for music and making all the dots connect in the worship service through music is a rare talent. For me, 

worship with vocal music is one of the ways that helped me retain my drive to stay within the confines 

of the church – to remain a pastor when frustration would sometimes be overwhelming. The music 

Linda has chosen has, without fail, always fit the theme and made the worship experience flow from one 

part of the liturgy to the next effortlessly. Honestly, Julie, Paul, and Linda make me look really good – 

better than I am. I am grateful for all of you in the life of UCBR. I pray God will continue to do new things 

for UCBR and the Big Rapids area in the years to come.  

 

Thank you for allowing me to serve you… 

 

I love you all, 

 

Pastor Greg 

 


