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The United Church will be participating in two ecumenical Holy Week 

services with Immanuel Lutheran Church, First United Methodist 

Church and St. Andrew's Episcopal Church.  The Maundy Thurs-

day service will be held at St. Andrew's on Thursday, April 6 at 6 

pm.  A potluck is scheduled to begin at 7 pm.  The Good Fri-

day service will be held at noon at Immanuel Lutheran Church on Friday, April 7.  There will be a 

community choir. Anyone wanting to sing is asked to arrive at 11 am for practice.  We will have par-

ticipants in both services.  

The Easter Sunday worship will also be at our regular service time of 9:30 am on Sunday, April 9.  

Celebrate the risen Christ by inviting someone to church! 

Greetings to everyone in the United Church of Big Rapids, 

It has been several months since I last communicated with you as the 

Moderator for the Governing Board. I am beginning my second 3-year 

term on the board. I want to apologize for the delay in communicating 

with you. I am now ready to move forward in 2023 as we get closer to 

having a full-time pastor later this year. I want to include the last para-

graph of the end of year message from December 2022 as I start the 

moderator’s message for 2023. 

“As our congregation moves toward 2023, we must ask ourselves: “How can I help make the United 

Church a more viable and relevant church”. All of us must try to become more involved in the life of 

the church. Volunteer for a committee or commission, become an elder on the Governing Board, lit-

urgist, usher, join the choir, join the communication team to help our radio, YouTube and Facebook 

happen, be a host after service during coffee hour, or bring a friend(s) to a Sunday service.” 

There are good things happening at the United Church in 2023: 

Our nursery is staffed because we have young children attending with their parents.  To accommo-

date the very little ones, a new portable changing table has been added to assist the parents.  Chil-

dren are present to serve as acolytes before they participate in Sunday school.  More and more com-

munity groups are using our church.  Plans are underway to repair the elevator and donations to as-

sist with that project have been coming in.  Project Starburst continues to serve the community and 

has benefited from the Meijer Simply Give program.  Planning is underway for our members to part-

ner with Immanuel Lutheran for the annual Dump and Run project at Ferris.  A number of our mem-

bers participate along with members of Immanuel Lutheran in a book study.  We are joining other 

churches in the community for Holy Week services.  Our Pastor Search Committee is working hard to 

finish all the necessary paperwork so that they can begin to contact potential clergy that will be a 

good fit for our church.  

Marshall Henry, Moderator – United Church of Big Rapids 
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SEARCH & CALL COMMITTEE 

A recent development is the addition of Kerrina Cook Rouech to our Commit-

tee.  Kerri contacted us and offered to help and we felt her interest and perspective 

would be a valuable addition to our team.   

Our Church profiles have been accepted by each of our denominations and they 

have begun referring candidate profiles to us to review.  We are contacting those 

interested in us and arranging initial interviews on Zoom to determine if the process should proceed 

further. We appreciate your continued prayers and support as we continue our search for a settled 

pastor.   

Blessings and Peace from your Search Committee:  Susan H Grant, Chair;  Peter McHugh, Chaplain; 

Amy Buse, Technical Support/Administration; Carolyn Chipman; Kerrina Rouech; and, Kurt Somsel. 

AARP Tax Program Ready to Serve Mecosta County Residents 

As the time approaches for preparation of tax returns for the 2022 tax year, there is a program in 

Mecosta County that can help. Sponsored by AARP, this program is designed for taxpayers with low 

and moderate incomes, with special attention to those age 60 and older. 

The program is run entirely by volunteers who will be assisting clients at four (4) centers from Febru-

ary 6 through April 14, 2023. Appointments are usually scheduled for one and a quarter hours and 

can be completed in a timely manner if the taxpayer brings all the paperwork required to prepare the 

return. Appointments can be scheduled beginning January 24, by calling the Retired Senior Volun-

teer Program (RSVP) at 231.796.4848. 

Locations and times are: 

• Salvation Army, Big Rapids – Every Tuesday and Thursday, 9:00 

a.m. to 4:00 p.m., beginning 2/7 through 4/13 

• Morton Township Hall, Mecosta – Every Monday, 9:00 a.m. to 

4:00 p.m., beginning 2/6 through 4/10 

• Morton Township Library, Mecosta – Every Friday 9:45 a.m. - 

4:00 p.m., beginning 2/10 through 4/14 

• Wheatland Township Library, Remus – Every Wednesday 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. beginning 

2/8 through 4/12 

At the time of the appointment, volunteers need to see: 

• Photo identification and Social Security cards for the taxpayer(s) and Social Security Cards 

for all dependents are REQUIRED. 

• A copy of last year’s income tax return – Federal, State and Local 

• All W-2 forms from each employer 
(continued on next page) 
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Required documents (continued)  

• Any 1099-R if a pension or annuity is received 

• Any SSA-1099 if Social Security benefits are received 

• All 1099 forms (1099-INT, 1099-DIV, 1099-B, etc.) showing interest and/or dividends as 

well as documentation showing the original purchase price of any assets sold 

• Any 1099-MISC showing any miscellaneous income 

• All forms indicating any Federal or State income tax paid. 

• Any unemployment compensation statements, if applicable 

• Child care provider information, including name, employer ID, Social Security number 

• Any 1095-A or 1095-C forms received. 

• Only standard deduction returns will be completed. NO itemized deductions 

• No Schedule C returns if they are the primary source of income 

• A printed card from the bank showing savings account information, or a blank check are 

required for direct deposit. 

If you are filing for Homestead Property Tax Credit or Home Heating Credit, taxpayers will also need 

copies of city or township property tax statements and prior year home heating bills. 

With the ongoing changes to Federal and State tax regulations, even simple tax situations can ap-

pear more and more complicated. This program stands ready to assist all those in need. 

DONATE USED BOOKS TO THE AAUW BOOK SALE 

Last spring, after a two year hiatus due to the pandemic, the American Association 

of University Women, was once again able to hold it annual used book to raise 

scholarship money for nontraditional students at Ferris State University.  This year, 

the sale will be held Friday, April 14 and Saturday, April 15, 2023, at the First Unit-

ed Methodist Church.  In the months prior to the sale, AAUW asks community 

members to donate their used books to the sale by placing donation bins in vari-

ous locations around the county.  We will have a donation bin at the United 

Church of Big Rapids in the narthex and will gratefully accept donations from the 

members and friends of our Church.  

DO YOU SPREAD GOD’S LOVE? 

Are you a member of a volunteer group? Do you support a cause that you 

are passionate about?  How do you spread justice and love? 

It’s often hard to draw attention to the good works we do for others, but if 

we don’t know, we can’t say thank you!  If you are so inclined, please send 

the church office a quick write up of what you do - maybe a picture - we’d 

love to share it in the newsletter.  No deed is too small.  Deadline for the 

May newsletter is April 21, 2023. 
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MDOT ADOPT-A-HIGHWAY 

Our Highway Pickup event is scheduled for Earth Day, Saturday, April 

22, 2023, at nine a.m.  We will meet in the United Church parlor at nine 

to review the safety video, divide into teams, pick up our gear and car-

pool out to the Highway.  To adequately manage the entire six mile stretch for which we are respon-

sible, we will need twenty to twenty five volunteers.  So, please invite friends, students and anyone 

else interested in becoming a steward of our portion of God’s Creation. If you are interested or have 

questions, contact Susan H Grant at 231 580-1149.    

FROM THE MISSION COMMISSION – DATES TO REMEMBER! 

April 22 – Earth Day - Adopt-a-Highway Clean Up 

May 2, May 4-6 - Dump & Run with Immanuel Lutheran Church 

June 4 – WISE – 5K Walk, Northend Park 

June 14 – Mecosta County Habitat for Humanity – Annual Golf Outing, Royal Golf Course 

June 25 – Pride Big Rapids – Pride Festival, Northend Park 

July 12 – WISE – Donald Grant Memorial Golf Outing, Spring Valley Golf Course 

MISSION/SOCIAL ACTION COMMISSION: 

The Mission/Social Action Commission currently meets on the second 

Wednesday of each month at 4:00 pm in the church parlor.  Our meetings are 

open, and anyone interested in the work of the commission is invited to at-

tend.  Virtual attendance can be arranged by letting the commission chair, 

Frank Hartley (email:  hartley51micro@gmail.com) no later than the Friday before the scheduled 

meeting. 

DUMP AND RUN 

For several years Immanuel Lutheran Church in Big Rapids has provided through 

its Dump & Run project a way for FSU students departing campus for the summer 

to donate to charitable groups items that would otherwise be discarded. Last year 

Dump & Run collected 1,737.5 pounds of various goods that were recycled to 

11 grateful non-profits. This year, as did the United Church last year, we have sev-

eral opportunities to help in this project as volunteers to sort the collected items. 

The dates volunteers are needed at Immanuel Lutheran Church are Tuesday, May 2, and Thursday, 

Friday, and Saturday, May 4, 5, and 6 (last year the weekday working start times were 10 am for 

morning shifts and 2 pm for afternoon shifts; the Saturday start time was 9 am). To volunteer, or for 

more information about Dump & Run, contact Frank Hartley - hartley51micro@gmail.com.  

mailto:hartley51micro@gmail.com
mailto:hartley51micro@gmail.com
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Friendship pads are back in the pews!! 

The friendship/attendance pads have made a return to the pew you’re sitting 

in!  On Sunday morning, we’d like to invite you to sign in that you were here.  

Invite any guests in your row to sign in as well.  If you’re the last one to sign, if 

you could remove the page and put it in the offering plate on your way out—

that would be great!   

We want to be able to keep track of our visitors and their contact information 

so we can invite them back again!! 

Joys/Concerns Form Available 

 

On the Cards of Caring table there are some half sheet forms that say “Joys/

Concerns.”  This form is to let you inform the church of any prayer requests or 

joys that we may be able to share during Sunday morning worship.  You may 

share your own or someone else’s (with their permission, of course.)  The office can also arrange for 

a visit or a call from a pastor, if you desire.  You are important to us all and we want to help cele-

brate your joys or listen/act when there is a problem.  Please reach out!! 

 

 

 

On Palm Sunday, as we entered the sanctuary, we 

were amazed by the beautiful, new stained glass 

window!  The window was purchased from the 

generous memorial contributions made in honor 

of Pastor Jon Fleming.   

Thank you to Diane Fleming for commissioning the 

piece by artist, Eric Brown, and thanks to Don Ste-

phen for assistance in getting the old window out 

and hanging the plaques on the wall.  What a 

beautiful remembrance of a much-loved man! 
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The United Church of Big Rapids  

is an 

Open and Affirming (UCC) and a More Light Church (PC-USA) 
 

Thanks to the hard work of our O&A Implementation team and many others in our church family, our church is recog-

nized by both denominations as an inclusive church!  

https://openandaffirming.org/ona/    https://mlp.org/  

 

 

 

 

You can click on the links above to get more information about what this means to the “outside world.”  Thank you to all 

who live out the words in our O & A Covenant! 

 

 

 

Date Name 

4/5 Rich Coby 

4/8 Kayin Weber 

4/11 Kurt Somsel 

4/12 Corey Thompson 

4/12 Chase Rouech 

4/14 Randy Vance 

4/17 Diane Kennedy 

4/22 Bruce Fredrick 

4/23 Don Morris 

4/30 Kathleen Haag 

 

 

 

 

 

Couple    Date Years 

Michael & Tracey McMullen 4/1 28 

Mike & Beth Scsavnicki 4/11 31 

Kurt & Maureen Somsel 4/13 27 

Remember that you may access our monthly events calendar online from our website, 

www.unitedchurchbr.org.  The calendar is kept up-to-date.  If you have questions or 

would like an item added to the calendar, please contact the church office. 

 
A few of our friends & church family to keep in your prayers: 
• Donna Dunstone - is back home and happy to receive cards! 

• Janet Williams is back at her apartment - cards, texts and calls are always welcome! 

• Continue to keep Bill & Nancy Burmeister in your prayers as Bill is dealing with some continuing 
medical concerns. 

 Thank you to the many volunteers 

that help make The United Church a 

welcoming place for all!  Your efforts 

do not go unnoticed!  We’re so thankful for the help 

& time given to the Church to spread God’s love. 

Want to host coffee hour after 

worship or provide altar flowers on 

Sunday morning?  Check the sign 

up sheets on the hallway bulletin 

board for available dates.  No 

training or experience needed! 

https://openandaffirming.org/ona/
https://mlp.org/
http://www.unitedchurchbr.org
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Contacting the Church 
 

The church office is open and staffed Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday 9:00 am - 1:00 pm. 

Messages & email are checked every day. 

231-527-9567 

Leave a message if no one answers, your call will be returned as soon as possible. 

You can also reach the church office via e-mail: 

Secretary@unitedchurchbr.org  

You can also see videos and keep up with us on: 

Facebook:     www.facebook.com/UnitedChurch 

YouTube:      www.youtube.com/@unitedchurchbigrapids.com 

 

Sunday morning worship (9:30 am) is live streamed on YouTube with a link on our Facebook page and also 

broadcast live on WWBR-FM, 100.9. 

Our Vision and Mission Statements 

Our vision is to honor all children of God through following the ways of Jesus Christ. 

 

Our mission is to celebrate all creation as an active presence in our community, engaging in  

transformational worship and nurturing families and relationships, as we learn to foster more  

justice and love in ourselves and our community. 

http://www.facebook.com/UnitedChurch
http://www.youtube.com/@unitedchurchbigrapids

