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August Newsletter 

 

I lost my breath when I typed the words, “August” and “Newsletter.”  

 

I lost my breath for two reasons. First, summer is rapidly coming to a close. Second, I’ve now 

been at the United Church of Big Rapids for one full year. 

 

I want to use this message to give a report of sorts. A report that lets you know the progress 

we’ve made and some of the trouble spots that remain. Think of it as a “State of the Church” ad-

dress! 

 

We have organized a Search and Call Team for UCBR. The work is just beginning, with a rewrite 

of the church profile for both the PCUSA and the UCC. The work can also be long and arduous – 

so gratitude for those who have stepped into the role of Search and Call deserve much more 

than a pat on the back. Let’s keep them in our prayers. 

 

An organized Pastoral Relations Team (PRT) is up and running for the duration of my work here 

at UCBR. They are available to receive concerns or gratitude. The PRT acts as a liaison between 

the Office of the Pastor and the Congregation. It also acts as a support group for the Pastor and 

the Pastor’s family, too.  

 

Our Called to Care Team (C2C) is still in development and implementation. This is largely due to 

me dropping the ball and being WAY too busy. I’ve learned commuting back and forth to UCBR 

is, for me, exhausting work. Living out of a suitcase is most challenging. At any rate, there will be 

a reconvening of the C2C Team here in the next month to further organize and continue the 

work of keeping in touch with our shut-ins, those who have moved, and others who may be at 

risk in their living situations – we want to keep in contact to be sure we are taking care of our 

UCBR family. The C2C Team helps the settled Pastor prioritize and organize appropriate visita-

tions and calls, relieving much stress from a heavy work load. 

 

Last fall I spoke with roughly 45-55 members about their experience at UCBR over the last dec-

ade or so. It provided much insight into potential problematic areas to be addressed, and also 

focused passions for UCBR to consider moving forward as you all prepare to call and welcome a 

new, settled minister. I have found the current bylaw structure to be prohibitive of flexible and 

mission work for the life of the church. This means that UCBR is burdened with too much bu-

reaucracy which makes forward movement difficult. Being flexible and missional in bylaws allows 

a church to move with God’s Spirit, trying new things and, even if that new thing fails, a greater  
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identity with which to push out into the community of Big Rapids. I have prepared a draft of a flexi-

ble and missional set of bylaws for the Governance Board to review here in the next couple of 

months.  

 

I’ve enjoyed my time at UCBR and am looking forward to continuing my work. I am, after all, pas-

sionate about my family connection to UCBR and also my work that God has called me to do, help-

ing you all find a better pathway that leads to a greater success in matching with the next settled 

pastor. 

 

I’d like to think that summer time is a time of slow, easy work. Yet this summer has proved me 

wrong once again. The life of ministry, from pastoral work to lay people’s work, is always moving. 

Today, more than ever, that work moves at a fast and furious pace. Let us lift one another in prayer, 

check in on each other, making sure we’re all okay, and provide for one another the kind of positive 

Spirit Jesus gives us all as we move forward in ministry together.   
 

 

I love you all...Pastor Greg  

Pastor Greg’s Schedule 

Pastor Greg is available to you via email, phone or Zoom/Facetime meetings as 

well as in the office at scheduled times.  Julie has his calendar and can get you in 

contact with Pastor Greg.  You can reach Pastor Greg via email at:   

pastor@unitedchurchbr.org. 

 

For August:   

**Dates may be 

subject to change** 

 

 

7/30 - 8/1 In BR 

2 - 4 Available via phone or Zoom 

6 - 7 In GR/BR 

8 - 11 Available via phone or Zoom 

12 - 14 In BR 

15 - 18 Available via phone or Zoom 

20 - 21 In GR/BR 

22 - 24 Available via phone or Zoom 

26 - 30 In BR 

mailto:pastor@unitedchurchbr.org
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Moderator’s Message for August 2022 
 

 

 

Greetings to everyone who is a part of the United Church of Big Rapids; 

whether you are members or friends of the church and believe in its mission. I hope many of you are 

enjoying the summertime in Michigan. Rev. Greg Larsen had the chance to go to North Carolina for 

an in-service this month, while earlier my wife, Melanie and I enjoyed some time at Silver Lake, and 

took a special one-day trip to Traverse City to celebrate my 1
st
 cousin’s 60

th
 wedding anniversary 

and saw a lot of our Henry relatives that we had not seen for many years. Let me know where you 

have been in travels this summer.  

Speaking of travels, I want to thank, Bob MacCord, from the Presbyterian Church of Cadillac, for a 

very inspiring speech about travels in the Bible as well as our spiritual travels at our outdoor service 

on July 17
th

 at the north end park. Thank you also to Maryanne and the Spiritual Life Commission for 

the treats we enjoyed after the service. 

We all had the chance to say goodbye in our own way to our dear friend and Pastor, Jon Fleming 

earlier this summer. I want to thank the Congregational Group Life commission for their hard work 

in putting together the reception for Jon and Diane and family. It was great seeing so many return 

to the church to celebrate his service to our church and the Big Rapids community. The next week, 

during our Sunday service I talked about how important everyone is to our church and the service of 

God. The show of sympathy and support by so many and the “electricity” in the church that day ap-

peared to give our United Church some of its: “Mojo” back. 

We are getting closer to having the new church sign delivered and set up on State Street. Optic 

Edge and its staff have submitted designs and our church members have given them the needed 

feedback to design a sign that will make us all proud. If you have not made a donation for this much 

needed new sign; please try to do so, if you are able. 

Thanks to all of you who make the United Church a special place to worship and enjoy fellowship. 

 

 God Bless all of you - Marshall Henry 

 

From Betty Goldammer -  

 

Thank you for your thoughts, prayers, cards and phone calls over the past 

few weeks.  The doctors have given me something for the pain and  

continue to do testing to come up with a more permanent solution to my 

mobility issues.  Your thoughtfulness makes a great deal of difference! 
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MISSION COMMISSION CALENDAR OF EVENTS: 

September 7-13 – Project Starburst ExtravaCANza Sculpture Contest – more information to come  

October 7/8 – OBK – “Can You Survive the Night” – more information to come 

 

The Mission/Social Action Commission currently meets on the second Wednesday of 

each month at 4pm in the church parlor. Our meetings are open, and anyone interest-

ed in the work of the commission is invited to attend. Virtual attendance can be ar-

ranged by letting the commission chair, Frank Hartley (email: hartley51mi-

cro@gmail.com) know no later than the Friday before the scheduled meeting. 

School Supplies Needed for Project Starburst 

The start of school is fast approaching and children will need school 

supplies to be able to participate fully in their educational experience. 

The Mission/Social Action Commission is gathering backpacks, spiral 

notebooks, pencils, crayons, colored pencils, erasers, etc. for Project 

Starburst to share with their clients. Your assistance is needed to meet 

this need. Your donation can be dropped off at the Church in the li-

brary on the 1st floor or in Canadian Lakes at Coldwell Banker Realty. A special thank you to Rick 

Kempton for supporting our effort. We would like to receive all donations by August 19. 

NEWS FROM PROJECT STARBURST 
 

With the rising cost of food and other family needs, Project Starburst 

has seen an increase in the number of “neighbors” needing assistance.  

They are thankful to all of the individuals who participated in the re-

cent Meijer Simply Give program resulting in $20,880 to purchase food to meet these needs.  But 

with this comes another need – VOLUNTEERS!  It would be wonderful if you could spare a few hours 

a week to help in the pantry.  Hours are 10-4 Monday through Friday with suggested volunteer shifts 

daily from 10-1 or 1-4.  Contact Diane Long at 231-796–5342. 

As part of Starburst’s 50
th

Anniversary celebration - keep your eyes out for an exciting 

event coming September 7-13 – ExtravaCANza Sculpture Contest!   Be thinking about 

what the church might be able to “build” with cans to participate!!! 

mailto:hartley51micro@gmail.com
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Congratulations on your Baptism! 

Caden James Rouech 

Parents are Kyle & Kerrina Rouech 

Grandparents - Jim & Terri Cook 

Great Grandparents - John & Carlene Gahrs 

Capital improvement update from Property & Finance 

We are currently formalizing the plans for our outside electronic sign and flagpole!  The present sign has 

served us well but will be replaced by a new state-of-the-art electronic sign with a lit flagpole, allowing 

us to fly the US flag 24/7.  The cost is estimated at $18,000 of which we have about $3,300 in donations.  

You may donate to the cost of this project by marking your check “electronic sign” and placing it in the 

offering plate or mailing it to the church office.  Funds not received in donations can be drawn from our 

endowment. 

Here are some pictures to let you know what the front of the church will look like with the new sign. 

 

 

 

If you are interested in becoming a member of The United Church, please 

contact Pastor Greg (pastor@unitedchurchbr.org or 616-822-0669).  He 

is planning on accepting new members on Sunday, August 7 during wor-

ship.   

 
You can contact Pastor Greg, or the church office for information on baptisms, membership or any other pastoral con-

cerns at any time. 

mailto:pastor@unitedchurchbr.org


The United Church 

The United Church of Big Rapids  

is an 

Open and Affirming (UCC) and a More Light Church (PC-USA) 
 

Thanks to the hard work of our O&A Implementation team and many others in our church family, our church 

is recognized by both denominations as an inclusive church!  

https://openandaffirming.org/ona/    https://mlp.org/  

 

 

 

 

You can click on the links above to get more information about what this means to the “outside 

world.”  Thank you to all who live out the words in our O & A Covenant! 

 

 

 

 

 

Date Name 

8/3 Marilyn Loken 

8/7 Chase Beamish 

8/8 Lucas Ashby 

8/9 Jack Somsel 

8/12  Trish McHugh 

8/14 Pat Lunden 

8/19 Marshall Henry 

8/19 Judy Mullens 

8/22 Joan Paepke 

8/29 Diane Fleming 

8/29 Linda Vance 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Couple Years Date 

8/4        Drake & Andrea Renas 4 

 8/10 Mike & Wendy Hoisington 20 

 8/11 Earl & Arloa Morgan 66 

 8/14 Frank & Karol Hartley 29 

 8/14 Scott & Merrilee Hill-Kennedy 40 

 8/15 Lowell & Becky Jacobs 58 

 8/18 Bruce & Deb Ducat 43 

 8/18 John & Shirley Garlick 50 

 8/18 Roger & Peggy Peterson 54 

 8/22 Jacob & Julia Guest 13 

 8/25 Gary & Bonnie Huey 49 

 8/26 John & Carlene Gahrs 33 

 8/29 Richard & Ruth Santer 63 

Remember that you may access our monthly events calendar online from our website, 

www.unitedchurchbr.org.  The calendar is kept up-to-date.  If you have questions or 

would like an item added to the calendar, please contact the church office. 

https://openandaffirming.org/ona/
https://mlp.org/
http://www.unitedchurchbr.org
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Contacting the Church 
 

The church office is open and staffed Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday 9:00 am - 1:00 pm. 

Messages & email are checked every day. 

231-527-9567 

Leave a message if no one answers, your call will be returned as soon as possible. 

You can also reach the church office via e-mail: 

Secretary@unitedchurchbr.org  

You can also see videos and keep up with us on: 

Facebook:     www.facebook.com/UnitedChurch 

YouTube:      https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvhVUe-Mai8S4qaKPKeLI5Q 

 

Sunday morning worship (9:30 am) is live streamed on YouTube with a link on our Facebook page and also 

broadcast live on WWBR-FM, 100.9. 

Our Vision and Mission Statements 

Our vision is to honor all children of God through following the ways of Jesus Christ. 

 

Our mission is to celebrate all creation as an active presence in our community, engaging in  

transformational worship and nurturing families and relationships, as we learn to foster more  

justice and love in ourselves and our community. 

http://www.facebook.com/UnitedChurch
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvhVUe-Mai8S4qaKPKeLI5Q?view_as=subscriber

