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As we move toward the end of 2022 there have been many good things 

happening at the United Church of Big Rapids. Through the efforts of 

members of our church we now have our brand-new electronic sign up 

and running on State Street. This will now draw attention to our church 

24/7 as the residents of our area drive by our church. That sign could 

not be up and running without the donations of many of our church 

members, which totaled over $13,000 of the roughly $18,000 needed to 

install the sign. Thank you to everyone who helped make this happen. 

Big Rapids Pride now has a place to call home in our church. As many of you know we have a lot of 

space in our church that is not used. During our Governing Board meeting it was also great to hear 

the Cub Scouts are once again meeting in our church. Your Governing Board has also voted to allow 

AA to begin using our building space. Thank you, Property and Finance Commission, for your hard 

work on these projects. 

When the COVID-19 pandemic hit the United States hard in 2020 our church was impacted along 

with many other houses of worship in our country. Our church had been on the radio for years to 

deliver the service to member shut ins, the sick, or those on a tight schedule. COVID-19 shut the 

worship service down and we had to resort to technology to get the word out. We have expanded 

to YouTube and Facebook to allow everyone to see and hear the service no matter where they may 

be in the world. That has been possible because of the dedication of many members of the Technol-

ogy Committee and financial support from the congregation. Here is a true story that shows the im-

portance and impact of technology: 

My wife, Melanie, has relatives that reside in Canada. Both her parents were born there, 

but later moved to the Detroit area. One of Melanie’s Canadian cousins sent us an in-

teresting Facebook post in August. In that post he mentioned that his church had 

closed, and he was looking for a new church. He found our service on Facebook and 

felt our spiritual message was similar to his former church. He had been watching our 

service for the last several months. 

The United Church of Big Rapids is having an impact on the lives of many individuals, organizations, 

and the community at large. We should all be proud of what is happening in our church. Thank you 

to everyone who is helping make this happen. 

As our congregation moves toward 2023, we must ask ourselves: “How can I help make the United 

Church a more viable and relevant church”. All of us must try to become more involved in the life of 

the church. Volunteer for a committee or commission, become an elder on the Governing Board, 

liturgist, usher, join the choir, be a host after service during coffee hour, or bring a friend(s) to a Sun-

day service. 

God Bless all of you, 

Marshall Henry, Moderator 2021-2022 



The United Church 

There will be a candlelight Christmas Eve service of lessons and carols on 

Saturday, December 24 at 7:00 pm.  The service will be live-streamed on 

YouTube/Facebook. 

There will be no in-person worship on Sunday, December 25 so that we can 

all spend time with family and friends.  A Christmas service from the PC-

USA Synod of the Covenant will be available at 9:30 am on YouTube/

Facebook.  There will be NO radio service on that day. 

We will return to our regular worship schedule on Sunday, January 1 at 9:30 am. 

 

The annual Church meeting for The United Church of Big 

Rapids will be held after worship on Sunday, December 4.  

Copies of the annual report will be available on that day.  Af-

ter the meeting, you may access the annual report on the 

church website or request a printed copy from the church 

office. 

 

Please plan to attend this important meeting! 

During the holiday season, the physical church office will be closed on 

Monday, December 26, and Monday, January 2, for the Christmas Day 

and New Years Day holidays respectively. 

 

Thank you for your support and appreciation throughout the year!  I am 

very grateful to be a part of this wonderful congregation.   Merry Christ-

mas and a very blessed 2023.    

Julie 

Please update your directory: 

Diane Kennedy 

1805 E. Remus Road, Room 114 

Mt. Pleasant, MI  48858 

Cell phone:  231-598-0655 

Our thoughts and prayers are with Diane as she navigates this new change in living 

arrangements.  You are missed, Diane! 
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Advent is starting November 27, 2022 

The Advent season begins with the first Sunday of Advent on November 27.  Prior to the 

beginning of Advent, you will see information regarding our Advent devotional:  “The 

Dawn Chorus:  An Advent Devotional on the Wonder of Birds.”   

Songbirds know a thing or two about singing into darkness: in the wee hours of the 

morning, before the sun appears over the horizon, they begin a great symphony that sci-

entists call the “dawn chorus.”  

Advent is the church’s dawn chorus. In this devotional designed for families of all shapes 

and sizes, we walk with scripture through the season’s four weeks of hope, peace, joy, 

and love, singing into shadows and looking to the light.  

It’s almost time for the annual “hanging of the greens” in anticipation of 

Christmas!  This year’s event will take place on Saturday, December 3.  

Perhaps this is the year to think about how to decorate a little differently 

so that we can share our decorations with our livestream audience and 

to better harness the talents of our congregation.   

Think about how you can help - either with an idea delivered to the 

church office or to the Spiritual Life Commission OR, better yet, come 

and help on Saturday, December 3!  More details to come.  Watch the 

bulletin, email and/or Facebook for additional information. 

 

Thank you to Pastor Greg for all the things you 

have done with us and for us in the last 15 

months!  We pray for you & Sophie as you start 

a new position and hope that your new congre-

gation appreciates all you bring to the church!   

Here is Pastor Greg’s schedule for the remainder of his time with us: 

 12/3 - 6 In Big Rapids 

 12/7 - 8 Available via phone or Zoom 

 12/10 - 11 In GR & BR 

 12/12 - 15 Available via phone or Zoom 

 12/16 - 17 In Big Rapids 

After 12/17 if you have need of pastoral care, please contact the church office either 

via phone or email.  The church office is staffed on Mondays, Tuesdays, and Thursdays 

from 9:00 am - 1:00 pm.  Email and phone messages are monitored each day. 
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SEARCH & CALL COMMITTEE 

The Search and Call Committee has been meeting regularly to work on updating our 

Church Profiles for each of the denominations.  We initially met with the denominational 

representatives to get up-to-date information on the requirements for the profiles.  We are 

blessed to have the work of the last Search Committee to use as a reference so that we do 

not have to start at the beginning.  Using that information as a framework really helps us 

focus on how our circumstances have changed and how that will impact our needs going forward.  We will be 

coming to the congregation to update the survey of our requirements and would ask for your prayerful con-

sideration to guide us in the right direction.  In addition, please fee free to contact any members of the com-

mittee, namely, Amy Buse; Carolyn Chipman; Susan H. Grant; Peter McHugh; and Kurt Somsel, if you have 

questions or concerns. 

 
 
 
 

During the Advent season, the Mission Commission 

encourages members of the congregation to use this 

alternative Advent calendar.  Collecting non-

perishable food is an easy way to help others during 

the season and 

when it is over,  turn your bounty into Project Star-

burst.  They are experiencing increased needs as more 

community members seek assistance with their food 

needs. 

 

The Search & Call Committee would like your input on what you 

would like to see in a new pastor for The United Church of Big Rap-

ids.  If you have not already done so, please complete the survey at 

this link:  https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/GWG7B7J or complete 

the paper survey that is on the table in the narthex.  Your comments 

and opinions are an important part of this process!  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/GWG7B7J
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MISSION COMMISSION: 

 

The Mission/Social Action Commission currently meets on the second Wednesday of 

each month at 4pm in the church parlor. Our meetings are open, and anyone interest-

ed in the work of the commission is invited to attend. Virtual attendance can be ar-

ranged by letting the commission chair, Frank Hartley (email: hartley51mi-

cro@gmail.com) know no later than the Friday before the scheduled meeting. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED  

Volunteers are needed to be AARP tax aides during the Winter 

tax season.  Tax aides prepare tax returns for seniors and low in-

come individuals.  Training,  equipment, and mentors are provid-

ed.  Greeters are also needed to pass out materials and assist 

clients when they arrive.  Previous tax preparation experience 

not required.  Contact the RSVP Office at 231 796-4848 between 

8:30 and 4:30 to apply or receive additional information.    

 

Red Tag Christmas Project 

The Mission Commission is excited to announce we are partnering again this year 

with Project Starburst to bring Christmas cheer through our annual Red Tag 

Christmas Project. Gifts are due back by Friday, December 9.  You may wrap them 

or just include a roll of wrapping paper and ribbon with your gift. 

Welcome to our newest neighbors! 

 

The PRIDE Big Rapids Headquarters will be housed on our second floor!  The group 

will be using two rooms upstairs for offices and conference rooms.  There may be 

additional traffic in the building, so please be aware! 

mailto:hartley51micro@gmail.com
mailto:hartley51micro@gmail.com
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The United Church of Big Rapids  

is an 

Open and Affirming (UCC) and a More Light Church (PC-USA) 
 

Thanks to the hard work of our O&A Implementation team and many others in our church family, our church 

is recognized by both denominations as an inclusive church!  

https://openandaffirming.org/ona/    https://mlp.org/  

 

 

 

 

You can click on the links above to get more information about what this means to the “outside 

world.”  Thank you to all who live out the words in our O & A Covenant! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date Name 

12/3  Shirley Garlick 

12/9 Alex Derwin 

12/19 Donna Dunston 

12/21 Sara Daniels 

12/24  Murray Sayre 

12/26 Kayla Somsel 

12/29 Andrea Renas 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Couple    Date Years 

Jonathon & Maryrose  

 Robison 12/9 5 

Mike & Linda Rinehart 12/13 14 

Wayne & Maxine McKay 12/19 52 

Paul & Marianne Heidemann 12/23 54 

Jim & Alice Bandstra 12/28 55 

Bill & Ginny Kerwin 12/29 33 

Bruce & Sue MacDonald 12/29 60 

Rich & Kristina Coby 12/31 9  

Remember that you may access our monthly 

events calendar online from our website, 

www.unitedchurchbr.org.  The calendar is kept 

up-to-date.  If you have questions or would like 

an item added to the calendar, please contact 

the church office. 

https://openandaffirming.org/ona/
https://mlp.org/
http://www.unitedchurchbr.org
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Contacting the Church 
 

The church office is open and staffed Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday 9:00 am - 1:00 pm. 

Messages & email are checked every day. 

231-527-9567 

Leave a message if no one answers, your call will be returned as soon as possible. 

You can also reach the church office via e-mail: 

Secretary@unitedchurchbr.org  

You can also see videos and keep up with us on: 

Facebook:     www.facebook.com/UnitedChurch 

YouTube:      www.youtube.com/@unitedchurchbigrapids.com 

 

Sunday morning worship (9:30 am) is live streamed on YouTube with a link on our Facebook page and also 

broadcast live on WWBR-FM, 100.9. 

Our Vision and Mission Statements 

Our vision is to honor all children of God through following the ways of Jesus Christ. 

 

Our mission is to celebrate all creation as an active presence in our community, engaging in  

transformational worship and nurturing families and relationships, as we learn to foster more  

justice and love in ourselves and our community. 

http://www.facebook.com/UnitedChurch
http://www.youtube.com/@unitedchurchbigrapids

