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Introducing Rev. Bert Nelson! 
 

Pastor Bert was ordained in the Presbyterian Church (USA) in 

1999.  Over the years I have served small congregations in Gobles, 

Lyons-Muir, Plainwell, and Hastings, Michigan.  I have always been 

a "tent-maker", serving congregations about half-time, while also 

maintaining a psychotherapy practice.  I have served on the medi-

ation committee with Presbytery over the last few years.  I partially 

retired  from 2016 through 2018 and have been mostly retired the 

last 4 years. 

 One of the high points of ministry was the five mission trips to 

Casa De Dios in La Ceiba, Honduras.  This is a Pentecostal congre-

gation with church plants all over the country.  On these trips I 

would do counseling (with a great interpreter) during the day and 

we would travel to congregations to preach (again with great in-

terpreters) each evening.  Casa De Dios has the most passionate 

worship I have ever experienced.   The Spirit really moves!  Preaching and counseling  there was a 

true blessing. 

 My wife, Susan Garbarino, is the love of my life.  We have been married 23 years.  I enjoy reading, 

music, and travel.  I play guitar and enjoy playing with the church choir. 

Welcome to the United Church of Big Rapids, Pastor Bert! 

 In our time of transition, we are appreciative to those clergy who have led worship 

these past few months.  Thank you to Rev. Susan Sickelka and Rev. Penny Lowes 

for your efforts.  We have truly appreciated your presence with us these past 

months. 

 

Beginning on March 5, we will welcome Rev. Bert Nelson.  He will lead us in wor-

ship through the month of May.  You can read more about Rev. Nelson below. 

 

 

The season of Lent begins with Ash Wednesday, February 22.  There are plans in the 

making to partner with Immanuel Lutheran Church for Ash Wednesday, Maundy 

Thursday, and Good Friday worship services.  There will also be a Lenten devotional 

booklet available.  More information to come once plans are finalized. 
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SEARCH & CALL COMMITTEE 

On behalf of the Search Committee, I wish to thank all of you for assisting us 

with this process by participating in our Survey.  This very necessary information 

was required by the Presbyterian Church USA, and instrumental in completing our 

Church Profile which has been submitted to the denomination after review by the 

Lake Michigan Presbytery.  Our profile for the United Church of Christ is completed 

but for a few corrections, and it will be submitted this week.  Once the Church Pro-

files have been  approved by both denominations, they will begin being circulated to prospec-

tive candidates.  We hope to begin reviewing candidate profiles in the near future.  As things pro-

gress, we will do our best to keep you informed.  We thank you for your continued support and pray-

ers.  

Thank you—Amy Buse; Carolyn Chipman; Susan H. Grant; Peter McHugh; and Kurt Somsel 

AARP Tax Program Ready to Serve Mecosta County Residents 

As the time approaches for preparation of tax returns for the 2022 tax 

year, there is a program in Mecosta County that can help. Sponsored by 

AARP, this program is designed for taxpayers with low and moderate 

incomes, with special attention to those age 60 and older. 

The program is run entirely by volunteers who will be assisting clients at 

four (4) centers from February 6 through April 14, 2023. Appoint-

ments are usually scheduled for one and a quarter hours and can be completed in a timely manner if 

the taxpayer brings all the paperwork required to prepare the return. Appointments can be sched-

uled beginning January 24, by calling the Retired Senior Volunteer Program (RSVP) at 231.796.4848. 

Locations and times are: 

• Salvation Army, Big Rapids – Every Tuesday and Thursday, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., beginning 

2/7 through 4/13 

• Morton Township Hall, Mecosta – Every Monday, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., beginning 2/6 

through 4/10 

• Morton Township Library, Mecosta – Every Friday 9:45 a.m. - 4:00 p.m., beginning 2/10 

through 4/14 

• Wheatland Township Library, Remus – Every Wednesday 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. beginning 

2/8 through 4/12 

At the time of the appointment, volunteers need to see: 

• Photo identification and Social Security cards for the taxpayer(s) and Social Security Cards 

for all dependents are REQUIRED. 

• A copy of last year’s income tax return – Federal, State and Local 

• All W-2 forms from each employer 
(continued on next page) 
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Required documents (continued)  

• Any 1099-R if a pension or annuity is received 

• Any SSA-1099 if Social Security benefits are received 

• All 1099 forms (1099-INT, 1099-DIV, 1099-B, etc.) showing interest and/or dividends as 

well as documentation showing the original purchase price of any assets sold 

• Any 1099-MISC showing any miscellaneous income 

• All forms indicating any Federal or State income tax paid. 

• Any unemployment compensation statements, if applicable 

• Child care provider information, including name, employer ID, Social Security number 

• Any 1095-A or 1095-C forms received. 

• Only standard deduction returns will be completed. NO itemized deductions 

• No Schedule C returns if they are the primary source of income 

• A printed card from the bank showing savings account information, or a blank check are 

required for direct deposit. 

If you are filing for Homestead Property Tax Credit or Home Heating Credit, taxpayers will also need 

copies of city or township property tax statements and prior year home heating bills. 

With the ongoing changes to Federal and State tax regulations, even simple tax situations can ap-

pear more and more complicated. This program stands ready to assist all those in need. 

DONATE USED BOOKS TO THE AAUW BOOK SALE 

Last spring, after a two year hiatus due to the pandemic, the American Association 

of University Women, was once again able to hold it annual used book to raise 

scholarship money for nontraditional students at Ferris State University.  This year, 

the sale will be held Friday, April 14 and Saturday, April 15, 2023, at the First Unit-

ed Methodist Church.  In the months prior to the sale, AAUW asks community 

members to donate their used books to the sale by placing donation bins in vari-

ous locations around the county.  We will have a donation bin at the United 

Church of Big Rapids in the narthex and will gratefully accept donations from the 

members and friends of our Church.  

Happy President’s Day! 
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MISSION/SOCIAL ACTION COMMISSION: 

The Mission/Social Action Commission would like to congratulate the Open 

and Affirming Coalition - UCC (who certified our church as an ONA church) 

on their 50th anniversary!  In 1972, the Coalition honored the brave first gen-

eration who founded the Coalition, and listened to the challenging voices of a 

new generation who urged us to build the future with greater courage and 

wider vision.   

Join us as we congratulate the Coalition, knowing that there is still work to 

do.  The Coalition needs your support to grow their movement until the words “United Church of 

Christ” on a sign will always mean that this is a church where LGBTQ+ seekers are safe. 

 

The Meijer Simply give program has chosen Project Starburst to receive the do-

nations received through April 30.  Cards are available in the narthex or at Mei-

jer.  Double match days, where your donation is matched 2 for 1 by Meijer, are 

on March 4 and March 25. 

 

First of all - a thank you to all the dedicated, hard-working individuals that 

make sure that all things technology related work on Sunday morning:   

Annie Ducat, Amy Buse, Wayne McKay, and Paul Heidemann.  We also have 

a dedicated crew of individuals who work on the sound board and make the 

radio service happen:  Bruce Fredrick, Mike Rinehart, Susan H. Grant, Trish 

McHugh, and Randy Vance.   

 

As you know, not only do we do a live stream broadcast via YouTube/Facebook, we also broadcast 

on the radio (WWBR-FM, 100.9) and have done so for many years.  Sometimes it’s hard to know if 

anyone is actually listening to us, or watching, but once in a while, we get a “sign.” 

A note was received recently, with a donation, that read:  “Thank you for the Christmas Eve service 

on the radio.”  It was signed Anonymous from Newaygo County.   

We wanted to share this with you so that you are aware that what we’re doing is appreciated - may-

be we don’t always hear it, but we are being seen!  Thank you for the love you share! 

To our UCBR friends, 

  

A big thank you for helping celebrate our 80th birthdays by sending cards and joining 

us for fellowship time to share cake and coffee.  Your good wishes are appreciated. 

  

- Wayne & Maxine 
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The United Church of Big Rapids  

is an 

Open and Affirming (UCC) and a More Light Church (PC-USA) 
 

Thanks to the hard work of our O&A Implementation team and many others in our church family, our church 

is recognized by both denominations as an inclusive church!  

https://openandaffirming.org/ona/    https://mlp.org/  

 

 

 

 

You can click on the links above to get more information about what this means to the “outside 

world.”  Thank you to all who live out the words in our O & A Covenant! 

 

 

 

 

 

Date Name 

2/1 Joey Vajda 

2/4 Amy Buse 

2/5 Ginny Kerwin 

2/5 Maxine Sayre 

2/16 Barb Johnson 

2/17 Mike McMullen 

2/26 Deb Ducat 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Couple    Date Years 

 

Jack Mitchell & Janee Arnoff 2/1 6 

Don & Judy Mullens 2/6 58 

Remember that you may access our monthly events calendar online from our website, 

www.unitedchurchbr.org.  The calendar is kept up-to-date.  If you have questions or 

would like an item added to the calendar, please contact the church office. 

A few of our friends & church family to keep in your prayers: 
 
• Diane Kennedy - had another fall, but is at Royal View in 
her apartment.  Melanie & Marshall Henry have been keeping 
up with Diane and helping her where they can. 

• Donna Dunstone - has been moved to Mary Freebed Rehab Facility.  Cards are welcome!  Don-
na’s room number is 3318, 235 Wealthy SE, Grand Rapids, MI  49503. 

• Janet Williams is back at her apartment - cards, texts and calls are always welcome! 

• Myrna Foos, former member of the United Church passed away on 1/19/23.  We wish the Foos  
family strength & love as they mourn the passing of Myrna. 

https://openandaffirming.org/ona/
https://mlp.org/
http://www.unitedchurchbr.org
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Contacting the Church 
 

The church office is open and staffed Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday 9:00 am - 1:00 pm. 

Messages & email are checked every day. 

231-527-9567 

Leave a message if no one answers, your call will be returned as soon as possible. 

You can also reach the church office via e-mail: 

Secretary@unitedchurchbr.org  

You can also see videos and keep up with us on: 

Facebook:     www.facebook.com/UnitedChurch 

YouTube:      www.youtube.com/@unitedchurchbigrapids.com 

 

Sunday morning worship (9:30 am) is live streamed on YouTube with a link on our Facebook page and also 

broadcast live on WWBR-FM, 100.9. 

Our Vision and Mission Statements 

Our vision is to honor all children of God through following the ways of Jesus Christ. 

 

Our mission is to celebrate all creation as an active presence in our community, engaging in  

transformational worship and nurturing families and relationships, as we learn to foster more  

justice and love in ourselves and our community. 

http://www.facebook.com/UnitedChurch
http://www.youtube.com/@unitedchurchbigrapids

