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Progress. Synonyms include development, growth, advancement, im-

provement, and (get this) evolution. 

Any way you slice it, progress is a form of forward movement. Think of forward movement in 

terms of your faith. Are you still moving forward? Making…progress? 

Both the United Church of Christ and the Presbyterian Church (USA) are considered progressive 

theological denominations. In other words, they both view the words from our Bible as some-

thing that continually changes – that moves with the Spirit of God. Many years ago, the United 

Church of Christ initiated the Still Speaking advertising campaign. A series of 30-second adver-

tisements were refused by the three major networks – ABC, NBC, and CBS – for being “too con-

troversial.” These ads pictured gay couples, mixed-race couples, homeless, and elderly folx who, 

quite frankly, were denied an extravagant welcome into the life of the church. The refusal of the 

major networks to play the ads won added “free” advertising by cable news networks, who 

played the spots with a news bit about the networks’ refusal. 

Still, the United Church of Christ remains a small hub of progressive theology in a society 

marked with large, evangelical churches. I have met (and still meet) loads of people who haven’t 

even heard of the United Church of Christ. 

Do you know where the phrase God is Still Speaking comes from? Well, if you have heard of 

George Burns and Gracie Allen, then you may know the story. If you haven’t, the story is worth 

retelling. 

Their relationship was one of mesmerizing wit and compassionate love. When Gracie died, 

George withdrew from his Hollywood career, sinking deep into depression. Surely, he grieved 

the loss of his life partner. One day, while sifting through papers she had left, George came 

across a handwritten note Gracie left between some papers. It read, “Dear George, never place a 

period where God has placed a comma.” Well, after reading that note, to make a long story 

short, George’s career was resuscitated with the Oh, God! movie series in 1977. For the next 19 

years, George’s career was back on top of the comedy world until his death at 100 years old in 

1996. 

That’s where the phrase, God is still speaking, came from. That’s why we have rainbow commas 

for you all to wear. Which leads me to my next point. 

(continued on the next page) 

 



The United Church 

This past Sunday (May 22), we talked about being disciples together – what it means to be in a 

community that extends an extravagant welcome to the people in Big Rapids and the surrounding 

communities. We collectively understanding that the theology UCBR adopted in being a More Light, 

Open & Affirming Church is, indeed, progressive – it’s moving forward and understanding that God 

is Still Speaking… and we’re listening. 

June is Pride Month. As an Open and Affirming (UCC) and More Light (PCUSA) church, the United 

Church of Big Rapids is uniquely set in a space to BE the CHURCH that people seeking progressive 

theology are seeking. That means UCBR is poised to be and epicenter for church growth… which all 

hinges on that extravagant welcome. 

Where can that flag fly for all the community to know this is a safe space to experience God’s radi-

cal love for them? Not just where, as in the literal sense, but the metaphorical sense – where does 

your heart for being a progressive Christian fly that flag for all to see? 

I hope this June you’ll sing this song with me… after all, it is quite the earworm… 

This little light of mine 

I’m going to let it shine 

Oh, this little light of mine 

I’m going to let it shine 

This little light of mine 

I’m going to let it shine 

Let it shine, all the time, let it shine 

All around the neighborhood 

I’m going to let it shine 

All around the neighborhood 

I’m going to let it shine 

All around the neighborhood 

I’m going to let it shine 

Let it shine, all the time, let it shine. 

Hide it under a bushel? No! 

I’m going to let it shine 

 

Hide it under a bushel? No! 

I’m going to let it shine 

Hide it under a bushel? No! 

I’m going to let it shine 

Hide it under a bushel? No! 

I’m going to let it shine 

Let it shine, all the time, let it shine. 

 
(continued on the next page) 



Don’t let Satan [blow] it out! 

I’m going to let it shine 

Don’t let Satan [blow] it out! 

I’m going to let it shine 

Don’t let Satan [blow] it out! 

I’m going to let it shine 

Let it shine, all the time, let it shine! 

 

Friends, let your love shine now and forever… God IS still speaking, we’re listening, and 

we can BE that CHURCH that thrives with an extravagant welcome! Never place a period 

where God has placed a comma. 

I love you all...Pastor Greg  

Pastor Greg’s Schedule 

Pastor Greg is available to you via email, phone or Zoom/Facetime meet-

ings as well as in the office at scheduled times.  Julie has his calendar and 

can get you in contact with Pastor Greg.  You can reach Pastor Greg via 

email at:  pastor@unitedchurchbr.org. 

 

For June:  **Dates may be subject to change** 

 

 
5/31 - 6/2 Available via phone and Zoom 

6/4 - 7 In BR 

8-9 Available via phone and Zoom 

10 - 12 Vacation for Sophie’s dance recital week-

end 

13 - 16 Available via phone and Zoom 

18 - 20 In BR 

21 - 23 Available via phone and Zoom 

25 - 27 In GR & BR 

28 - 30 Available via phone and Zoom 

The United Church 
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The United Church 

UCBR MODERATOR’S MESSAGE FOR JUNE 2022 

As I begin writing my next message to the members of the United 

Church of Big Rapids; I look outside and see the signs of rebirth as our 

state “springs” forward with green leaves, beautiful flowers, birds chirp-

ing. There are some warmer temperatures, and our church members 

begin to think about outside activities, graduation, proms, picnics and 

the next step in the cycle of life that they may begin or a member of their family might travel in the 

year ahead. 

As, moderator, for the Governing Board I am excited to as I see signs of renewed vigor in our church 

for 2022. I felt it was so important to maintain an optimistic and enthusiastic attitude when I took 

this important position at the United Church. The leadership of our church cannot and should not 

carry the full load of responsibilities for moving our church forward to a “better place”. We need all 

of you to join us in these exciting and important times. 

I am excited about what I see as our congregation moves forward from the last two years with the 

change in clergy and the effects of COVID.  I hope you are or become excited as I cite these exam-

ples: 

1.  Our members continue to maintain or increase pledges of monetary support for the 

church so the UCBR and continue it good work. 

2. With the input of Amy Buse, Wayne McKay and others we have slowly improved our tech-

nology in sending our Sunday service to many members in the area. Amy has started lis-

tening sessions for our congregation regarding where to place projection equipment in 

the sanctuary to make a more improved worship experience. 

3. The Governing Board voted to bring the members name tags back, as well as pew bibles. 

The GB approved opening all of the rooms for use as long as active COVID requirements 

are met, and appropriate forms are filed. They had previously approved the hymnals to be 

returned to pews. 

4. Property and Finance is moving forward to install an electronic sign and flagpole on State 

St. entrance with funding to come from members and trust funds. 

5. Property and Finance is beginning the steps to implement a new church database, with 

support of the GB. 

6.  Mission Commission reported on the success of Starburst, Our Brothers Keeper, WISE 

and Habitat. There are many ways we can support their fund raising, member donations, 

Habitat and Wise Golf Outings, Meijer Simply Give programs, Dump and Run activity with 

Immanuel Lutheran, Earth Day and environmental awareness (Tree Walk and educational 

series), Highway (US 131) pickup in spring and fall. 



The United Church 

     Mission/Social Action "Save the Dates" 

April 1 - July 2 Meijer Simply Give benefiting Project Starburst.  Double match day on June 18. 

June 26, Sunday, 10 am until 10 pm, Pride Big Rapids will be hosting at Northend Riverside Park 

the 1st Annual Pride Festival celebrating the diversity of all. 

The Mission/Social Action Commission currently meets on the second Wednesday of each month 

at 4pm in the church parlor. Our meetings are open, and anyone interested in the work of the 

commission is invited to attend. Virtual attendance can be arranged by letting the commission 

chair, Frank Hartley (email: hartley51micro@gmail.com) know no later than the Friday before the 

scheduled meeting. 

7. Pride Festival on June 26th at North End Park supported by United Church and many other 

organizations. 

8. The many members who are volunteering for Liturgist, ushers, Call to Care, Search and 

Call, Media room, Coffee Hour hosts, Pastoral Relations, our many commissions and Gov-

erning Board. 

Thank you for your involvement in our church. I look forward to other positive changes as we move 

forward in 2022. 

My prayers for all of you and your family, 

Marshall Henry - Moderator 

To celebrate the beginning of Pride Month, your Mission/Social Action Com-

mission has invited members of Pride Big Rapids to attend our Fellowship 

Time after the service on Sunday, June 5. This will be an opportunity for our 

congregation to meet some of the people organizing the Pride festival to be 

held on Sunday, June 26 at Northend Riverside Park. The United Church Big 

Rapids was one of the first sponsors of this event. As an Open and Affirming/

More Light community let us gather together in continued support of our 

brothers and sisters as we move forward to extend the love of Christ to all. 

See you there!!  

 

Interested in Volunteering for the Pride Big Rapids? 

 

Volunteers are needed on June 26 to help at Pride Big Rapids.  Go to www.pridebigrapids.org/

volunteer.  Monetary donations are also welcome to help with the expenses of putting on this event.   

Thank you for your support! 

mailto:hartley51micro@gmail.com
https://www.pridebigrapids.org/volunteer
https://www.pridebigrapids.org/volunteer
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     Mission/Social Action "Save the Dates" 

April 1 - July 2 Meijer Simply Give benefiting Project Starburst.  Double match day on June 18. 

June 26, Sunday, 10 am until 10 pm, Pride Big Rapids will be hosting at Northend Riverside Park 

the 1st Annual Pride Festival celebrating the diversity of all. 

The Mission/Social Action Commission currently meets on the second Wednesday of each month at 4pm in the church 

parlor. Our meetings are open, and anyone interested in the work of the commission is invited to attend. Virtual attend-

ance can be arranged by letting the commission chair, Frank Hartley (email: hartley51mi-

cro@gmail.com) know no later than the Friday before the scheduled meeting. 

Don’t miss out!  The 3rd annual WISE 5K Fun Run & 

Walk is scheduled for Saturday, June 4, at Northend 

Riverside Park.   

 

Participants may participate in person or virtually.  

Registration fee is $25 for Adults, $15 for students 

(with ID), and children are free.  If you register before 

April 29th, you will be guaranteed a commemorative 

shirt.  At the event, shirts will be available on a first come, first serve basis.  You may pre-register on-

line at:  https://wiseagainstviolence.org/wise-5k-fun-run-walk/ 

 

If you plan to register at the time of the event, you must arrive at 8:30 am.  Opening remarks and the 

Run begin at 9:00 am; the Walk begins at 9:30 am. 

Update on Our Brother’s Keeper Shelter 

 

Our Brother’s Keeper (OBK), a shelter for individuals experiencing homelessness, 

has remained full since opening in the fall. Now that it is able to remain open 

year round, the staff is looking for ways to engage the guests who will be staying 

at the shelter during the summer months.  

 

One way – they are going to plant a garden for guests to help maintain and to provide fresh produce for 

the shelter – a win, win. They welcome volunteers with a green thumb and gardening experience to come 

and help them with this project. Children come to the shelter with a family member and again, shelter 

staff are looking for ideas and ways to engage the children in a safe, secure play area. Volunteers to work 

with the children are also welcome.  

 

The needs at the shelter can be found on a regular basis on the OBK Facebook page 

(@OurBrothersKeeperShelter). For more information, go to the OBK website at https://

www.obkshelter.org or call 231-629-8033. 

mailto:hartley51micro@gmail.com
mailto:hartley51micro@gmail.com
https://wiseagainstviolence.org/wise-5k-fun-run-walk/
httphttps://www.obkshelter.org/
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Many thanks to our dedicated team of volunteers:  Alice and Jim Bandstra; Sue Boitos; Amy Buse; 

Maryanne and Paul Heidemann; Marshall Henry; Becky Jacobs; Jerena Keys; Julie Kysela; Trish 

McHugh; and, Kurt, Maureen and 

Nick Somsel.  Due to their ef-

forts, fifty bags of trash were col-

lected as well as four bags of re-

cyclables.  I am so grateful to 

have such a hard working team 

and hope that others will be able 

to join us for the Fall Event in 

September.   

 

 

Blessings and Peace, Susan H 

Grant.  

Please save the date! June 20, 2022 

Attention all parents of elementary through high school youth.  

The Christian Education Commission is planning a day trip to Michigan Adventure. We will be sup-

porting part of the expenses.  Younger elementary youth will need a parent/guardian. Older youth 

will be able to participate without a parent. 

More details to follow. Invite your friends, they are wel-

come. Contact Wayne (wemckay@charter.net) or Deb 

Ducat (DeborahDucat@ferris.edu) 

For all the dads, uncles grandpas, and special 
people that have raised us and influenced us 

throughout our lives - thank you for always be-
ing there for us and teaching us to be stronger 

people.  May we always be a good example of the 
love you shared with us. 

 

Happy Father’s Day! 

mailto:wemckay@charter.net
mailto:DeborahDucat@ferris.edu
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The United Church of Big Rapids  

is now 

Open and Affirming (UCC) and a More Light Church (PC-USA) 
 

Thanks to the hard work of our O&A Implementation team and many others in our church family, our church 

is now recognized by both denominations as an inclusive church!  

https://openandaffirming.org/ona/    https://mlp.org/  

 

 

 

 

You can click on the links above to get more information about what this means to the “outside 

world.”  Thank you to all who worked on, approved of, and live out the words in our O & A Cove-

nant! 

Date Name 

 

6 /1  Mary Willmer 

6 /2  Deb Chipman 

6 /4  Emily Garlick 

6 /4  Donna Miller 

6 /8  Pat Heeter 

6 /9  Peggy Peterson 

6 /9  Maureen Somsel 

6 /12 Charles Achterhof 

6 /18 Merrilee Hill-Kennedy 

6 /22 Bob Cassidy 

6 /22 Sue Glatz 

6 /22 Nick Somsel 

6 /22 Judy Thomas 

6 /23 Carol Yacavone 

6 /27 Roger Vajda 

6 /30 Cierra Coby 

 

 

 

 

 

Date  Couple Years 

  

 6/2 Paul & Gail DesNoyers 49 

 6/10 Steve & Heather Derwin 16 

 6/11 Jon & Diane Fleming 46 

 6/15 Donald & Sandra Morris 59 

 6/17 Marshall & Melanie Henry 55 

 6/19 Bob & Paula Hampson 23 

 6/20 John Berkenpas &Sue Glatz  10 

  

Remember that you may access our monthly events calendar online from our website, 

www.unitedchurchbr.org.  The calendar is kept up-to-date.  If you have questions or 

would like an item added to the calendar, please contact the church office. 

https://openandaffirming.org/ona/
https://mlp.org/
http://www.unitedchurchbr.org
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Contacting the Church 
 

The church office is open and staffed Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday 9:00 am - 1:00 pm. 

Messages & email are checked every day. 

231-527-9567 

Leave a message if no one answers, your call will be returned as soon as possible. 

You can also reach the church office via e-mail: 

Secretary@unitedchurchbr.org  

You can also see videos and keep up with us on: 

Facebook:     www.facebook.com/UnitedChurch 

YouTube:      https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvhVUe-Mai8S4qaKPKeLI5Q 

 

If you have any issues connecting, please contact the office and I’ll work with you to get you connected. 

Our Vision and Mission Statements 

Our vision is to honor all children of God through following the ways of Jesus Christ. 

 

Our mission is to celebrate all creation as an active presence in our community, engaging in  

transformational worship and nurturing families and relationships, as we learn to foster more  

justice and love in ourselves and our community. 

http://www.facebook.com/UnitedChurch
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvhVUe-Mai8S4qaKPKeLI5Q?view_as=subscriber

