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 I think that we are all anxious for spring to act more like spring as 

we move toward summer in Michigan. The weather may not want to 

change for us, but the “times they are a – changin” in our country, state, and in the United Church of 

Big Rapids. I am proud of everyone who has become involved in the mission of our church over the 

last several years. Even without a full-time pastor for nearly three years, the members of this church 

have worked hard to make our church relevant in the times that our society faces. Whether it is our 

church service, fellowship activities, mission work, church partnership team working with Immanuel 

Lutheran, the United Church, and members are doing what they can to make a difference. 

 During the road cleanup last Saturday, I talked with Susan Grant, who is part of the Pastoral 

Search Committee, about the progress of their search. Susan said they have been very heartened by 

the profiles we have received from each of our denominations and, in addition, have been very 

pleased to have been contacted personally by several candidates who were attracted to our church 

after reviewing our profile and website. They have mentioned being drawn by our Open and Af-

firming/More Light status. The committee has begun conducting initial interviews. 

 While driving with Dee Van Horn into church for the Governing Board meeting in April, Dee 

mentioned that our new church member, Tessa Helsel works with an advocacy organization that ad-

vocates for reproductive rights, LGBTQ rights, etc. Dee believes our ONA position possibly led her to 

our church. While volunteering at Starburst, Dee had a woman express to her the joy in seeing the 

Pride Flag every time she drove down State Street.  She noted that our church is the only one in 

town that proudly stands up for all people. She inquired about marriage counseling, but Dee in-

formed her that we do not yet have a settled pastor to provide that assistance. She said she was 

looking for a Christian counselor who would support her as an equal partner in her marriage and 

based upon the Flag, thought our church could provide that assistance. 

 As we move forward, may we all keep God’s blessings in our hearts and minds as we continue 

to do God’s work in our community.  

 

Marshall Henry, Moderator 



The United Church 

Christ is Risen.  Please Bring Cookies. 
 

By Rev. Dr. Lillian Daniel, Conference Minister, Michigan 

Conference 

 

Every Sunday I preach at our Michigan churches, I meet 

people who tell me this is their first time back in person in 

years. When I ask why, I’m struck how often they say that 

my visit caused the church to have a special coffee hour, 

which in turn caused someone to ask them to bring cookies. They didn’t come because they need-

ed to see the Conference Minister. They came because the church needed the cookies. 

  

I do not think people return to in-person worship in order to eat treats, but they may well return in 

order to deliver them. It’s easier to receive a call asking you to bring brownies than it is to get one 

asking why you haven’t been coming to church. The first call is an invitation while the second can 

sound like an act of desperation, or at worst, an accusation. 

“Where have you been? We’ve missed you,” 

sounds too much like “Where have you been? Shame on you.” 

 

Online worship is real worship and nothing to be ashamed of. People have complicated reasons for 

not going places in person, including health, so who are we to judge? The Michigan Conference is 

hosting a webinar on understanding how such anxiety affects institutions like the church. When the 

original reason is no longer the reason, and not attending has become the new norm, it can feel 

scary to return.  

“Will people ask me where I’ve been? 

Will I have to defend myself? 

Will they ask me to join a committee?” 

 

Less threatening to imagine walking in the door to hear, 

“Thanks, those brownies look delicious.”  

 

Sometimes it takes a special occasion to break the habit of being out of the habit of coming to 

church. So if you have one, celebrate it, and if you don’t, make one up. Every Sunday is a little East-

er. But don’t just invite people to attend, like guests. Invite them to contribute, like the helpers and 

hosts they remember being, and may long to be again.  

 

As for those who respond that they will be with you in Spirit and online, hold that gift tenderly and 

say thank you. There are so many ways to participate in church life, as the last few years have 

taught us. In the Michigan Conference, our most vital churches are the ones that provide multiple 

ways to contribute, and are not afraid to ask.  

 

In that spirit, I ask for your prayers and continued support as I travel the Michigan Conference, lis-

tening for the Holy Spirit to equip, encourage and celebrate all that God is doing through our re-
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SEARCH & CALL COMMITTEE 

We are continuing to review profiles and have started the initial interview process 

to narrow down the field of candidates.  We have been pleased both by the profiles 

we have received from the Presbytery and the UCC Conference as well as by sever-

al candidates who have sought us out after reading our profile and visiting our 

Church website.  Several have mentioned that what attracted them was the fact that 

we are an Open and Affirming/More Light Church.  Please continue to pray for our committee as we 

continue on this journey.   

Blessings and Peace, Susan H Grant, Chair, UCBR Search Committee.  

markable churches. I thank you for generously setting aside a percentage of your budget to support 

the ministry we share beyond the walls of any one church. And of course, I thank you for the cookies, 

white chocolate chip and toffee being my favorite. 

Read more about Rev. Dr. Lillian Daniel at Michigan Conference of the United Church of Christ - Michigan Conference of the 

United Church of Christ (michucc.org). 

DO YOU SPREAD GOD’S LOVE? 

Are you a member of a volunteer group? Do you support a cause that you 

are passionate about?  How do you spread justice and love? 

It’s often hard to draw attention to the good works we do for others, but if 

we don’t know, we can’t say thank you!  If you are so inclined, please send 

the church office a quick write up of what you do - maybe a picture - we’d 

love to share it in the newsletter.  No deed is too small.  Deadline for the 

June newsletter is May 19, 2023. 

Thank you to all who do-

nated to Pastor Jon’s 

memorial fund and to all 

who worked on making 

his memorial stained 

glass window possible.  

It is really beautiful and I 

pray that all of your 

memories of Jon are 

beautiful also. 

 

With love, 

Diane Fleming 

Happy  
Mother’s  

Day! 

http://www.michucc.org/component/content/article/8-mini-frontpage/167-call-to-special-meeting-of-the-conference-saturday-march-19th-10a?Itemid=101
http://www.michucc.org/component/content/article/8-mini-frontpage/167-call-to-special-meeting-of-the-conference-saturday-march-19th-10a?Itemid=101
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On April 16, we welcomed new members, Tessa & Dustin Helsel and 

their children, Rylan & Ruby to the UCBR family.  Rylan and Ruby were 

baptized by Rev. Bert Nelson.  We are so glad you  have found a home 

with us! 

 

After worship, a celebratory coffee hour was held celebrating the 

Helsel family.  Thank you to Marilyn Loken, Dee Van Horn, and Trish 

McHugh for spearheading the celebration. 

A very special event was attended by Melanie and Marshall 

Henry; along with our son, Erin and wife, Meridith on Saturday 

April 22nd in Belleville, MI. at the Yankee Airforce Museum .   

In June of 1980 our youngest son, Erin, was diagnosed with 

Leukemia at Children's Hospital in Detroit.  For 5 years we 

fought the good fight and beat the cancer. During that time in 

1983 a small parents group and friends formed an organiza-

tion (Leukemia Research Life) to raise money for cancer re-

search, because there was no money.  When we moved to Ca-

nadian Lakes in 2001 we were not able to maintain our active 

support. This organization (now named Kids without Cancer) 

has now raised over $5,000,000 for much needed cancer re-

search.  

We decided to attend this year’s special event and are glad we did.  The members of the Yankee Air Force was 

there to give tours on all the special historic planes: B-17 Yankee Lady, B-25 Rosie's Reply bombers, C-47 Hair-

less Joe Skytrain, UH- 1 Huey helicopter, and the Ford Tri-Motor, 

which can all be rented for flights by the public out of Wayne Coun-

ty Airport. There were nearly 200 people in attendance. I estimate 

that there was over $25,000 raised , we got the chance to meet with 

our Children's Hospital survivors, families, doctors and supporters 

once again. What a unique event, which brought back special mem-

ories.  

Do You Have a Future Graduate? 
 

The class of 2023 is without a representative from the United Church - BUT, we know that there are a 

few “future graduates” to look forward to!  We’re looking for pictures of current children and their 

future graduation years.  If you’d like to share in celebrating ALL future graduates, please send your 

picture and year of graduation to the office before May 15th.  Thanks! 



The United Church 

In the past our church has done many mission trips 

with our youth through the Appalachian Service Pro-

ject, ASP. ASP started in 1969 and is dedicated to 

making homes in rural Central Appalachia warmer, 

safer and dryer at no cost to the family.  

 

Amy Buse just returned from an adult mission trip 

through ASP to Johnson City, Tennessee. The trip in-

cluded many people you may know as all were at one 

time members of our church. 

Back Row: Brian Zais, James Morgan, Karen Zais, Bruce Morgan 

Front Row: Briggette Ashby, Amy Buse, Mary Morgan 

 

We left on Sunday April 16 and returned on Satur-

day April 22, with work being done on the house 

Monday through Friday. On the trip down we saw 

a brilliant rainbow where you could see all the col-

ors and took that as a good sign.  

 

Normally with ASP the group stays at one of their 

facilities but given the time of year that was not 

available. We rented a house and Karen and Mary 

were our wonderful chefs for the week. The weath-

er was great, ranging from 65° to 85° and the rain held off until after we left. We did however hit 

some rain/snow in Michigan on the way home. 

 

Our job was to complete as much of the vinyl siding on the house as possible. We wrapped the 

house in Tyvek, put up Styrofoam sheets of insulation, and then the actual vinyl siding. We weren’t 

sure we would finish, but we stayed late on Friday and finished around 6:00 PM. 

 

Before we arrived, they had received a new roof and gutters, a 

new bathroom, a new front porch roof, and a new back porch. Yet 

to come is some additional work on the inside of the house. The 

family was most 

grateful for the work. 

 

 

 

 

Submitted by: 

     Amy Buse 
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MDOT ADOPT-A-HIGHWAY 

 The United Church and Immanuel Lutheran Eco-activists celebrated 

a cold and damp EARTH DAY by cleaning up our little corner of cre-

ation collecting trash on the 131 Highway.  I am so grateful to have 

such a stalwart and loyal crew of workers, namely:  Sue Boitos; Diane 

Fleming; Maryanne and Paul Heidemann; Marshall Henry; Julie 

Kysela; Trish McHugh; Leah Monger; Don Olree; and, Carol Yaca-

vone.  We gathered fifty bags of trash and three bags of recycling.   

Susan H Grant.  

FROM THE MISSION COMMISSION – DATES TO REMEMBER! 

May 2, May 4-6 - Dump & Run with Immanuel Lutheran Church 

June 4 – WISE – 5K Walk, Northend Park 

June 14 – Mecosta County Habitat for Humanity – Annual Golf Outing, Royal Golf Course 

June 25 – Pride Big Rapids – Pride Festival, Northend Park 

July 12 – WISE – Donald Grant Memorial Golf Outing, Spring Valley Golf Course 

MISSION/SOCIAL ACTION COMMISSION: 

The Mission/Social Action Commission currently meets on the second 

Wednesday of each month at 4:00 pm in the church parlor.  Our meetings are 

open, and anyone interested in the work of the commission is invited to at-

tend.  Virtual attendance can be arranged by letting the commission chair, 

Frank Hartley (email:  hartley51micro@gmail.com) no later than the Friday before the scheduled 

meeting. 

DUMP AND RUN 

For several years Immanuel Lutheran Church in Big Rapids has provided through 

its Dump & Run project a way for FSU students departing campus for the sum-

mer to donate to charitable groups items that would otherwise be discarded. Last 

year Dump & Run collected 1,737.5 pounds of various goods that were recycled 

to 11 grateful non-profits. This year, as did the United Church last year, we have 

several opportunities to help in this project as volunteers to sort the collected 

items. The dates volunteers are needed at Immanuel Lutheran Church are Tuesday, May 2, and 

Thursday, Friday, and Saturday, May 4, 5, and 6 (last year the weekday working start times were 10 

am for morning shifts and 2 pm for afternoon shifts; the Saturday start time was 9 am). To volunteer, 

or for more information about Dump & Run, contact Frank Hartley - hartley51micro@gmail.com.  

mailto:hartley51micro@gmail.com
mailto:hartley51micro@gmail.com
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Friendship pads are back in the pews!! 

The friendship/attendance pads have made a return to the pew you’re sitting 

in!  On Sunday morning, we’d like to invite you to sign in that you were here.  

Invite any guests in your row to sign in as well.  If you’re the last one to sign, if 

you could remove the page and put it in the offering plate on your way out—

that would be great!   

We want to be able to keep track of our visitors and their contact information 

so we can invite them back again!! 

Joys/Concerns Form Available 

 

On the Cards of Caring table there are some half sheet forms that say “Joys/

Concerns.”  This form is to let you inform the church of any prayer requests or 

joys that we may be able to share during Sunday morning worship.  You may 

share your own or someone else’s (with their permission, of course.)  The office can also arrange for 

a visit or a call from a pastor, if you desire.  You are important to us all and we want to help cele-

brate your joys or listen/act when there is a problem.  Please reach out!! 

Service volunteers for MAY 

 

Thank you for volunteering to serve on Sundays!  If you see some empty spaces & would like to volunteer, 

contact the church office! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A special thanks to our hard-working media team - Amy Buse, Annie Ducat, Wayne 

McKay, and Paul Heidemann who make sure we can all see and hear the service, in 

the sanctuary and through the livestream & radio broadcast. 

 

Thank you also to the Spiritual Life Commission, led by Maryanne Heidemann, who 

choose the hymns, prepare and clean up communion, and decorate the sanctuary. 

 

Date 

 

Liturgist 

Elder in 

Charge 

 

Flowers 

Fellowship 

Time Host 

 

Sound Board 

 

Ushers 

 

5/7 

 

Randy Vance 

Marshall 

Henry 

  Mike 

Rinehart 

Alice Dean 

Don Olree 

Trish McHugh 

 

5/14 

 

Dee Van Horn 

 

Wayne McKay 

  Bruce  

Fredrick 

Maxine McKay 

Alice Dean 

 

5/21 

 

Susan H. Grant 

Frank 

Hartley 

 Erin DuMond & 

Aaron Rewa 

Peter & Trish 

McHugh 

Jane Grzybowski 

 

5/28 

 

Kari Clark 

Roger 

Vajda 

Wayne & 

Maxine McKay 

 Randy 

Vance 

Maxine McKay 

Jane Grzybowski 



The United Church 

The United Church of Big Rapids  

is an 

Open and Affirming (UCC) and a More Light Church (PC-USA) 
 

Thanks to the hard work of our O&A Implementation team and many others in our church family, our church is recog-

nized by both denominations as an inclusive church!  

https://openandaffirming.org/ona/    https://mlp.org/  

 

 

 

 

You can click on the links above to get more information about what this means to the “outside world.”  Thank you to all 

who live out the words in our O & A Covenant! 

 

Date Name 

5/3 Lowell Jacobs 

5/6 Aaron Rewa 

5/7 Jo Anne Ellis 

5/12 Paul DesNoyers 

5/13 Don Mullens 

5/15 Jane Grzybowski 

 

 

 

 

Couple    Date Years 

Dave & Jo Anne Ellis 5/1 58 

Fred & Diane Guenther 5/10 48 

Bill & Nancy Burmeister 5/14 57 

Doug Miron & Cate Arroe 5/17 20 

Roger & Megan Vajda 5/29 34  

Remember that you may access our monthly events calendar online from our website, 

www.unitedchurchbr.org.  The calendar is kept up-to-date.  If you have questions or 

would like an item added to the calendar, please contact the church office. 

 Thank you to the many volunteers 

that help make The United Church a 

welcoming place for all!  Your efforts 

do not go unnoticed!  We’re so thankful for the help 

& time given to the Church to spread God’s love. 

Want to host coffee hour after 

worship or provide altar flowers on 

Sunday morning?  Check the sign 

up sheets on the hallway bulletin 

board for available dates.  No 

training or experience needed! 

 

In honor of Memorial Day, 

the church office  

will be closed on  

Monday, May 29. 

https://openandaffirming.org/ona/
https://mlp.org/
http://www.unitedchurchbr.org
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Contacting the Church 
 

The church office is open and staffed Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday 9:00 am - 1:00 pm. 

Messages & email are checked every day. 

231-527-9567 

Leave a message if no one answers, your call will be returned as soon as possible. 

You can also reach the church office via e-mail: 

Secretary@unitedchurchbr.org  

You can also see videos and keep up with us on: 

Facebook:     www.facebook.com/UnitedChurch 

YouTube:      www.youtube.com/@unitedchurchbigrapids.com 

 

Sunday morning worship (9:30 am) is live streamed on YouTube with a link on our Facebook page and also 

broadcast live on WWBR-FM, 100.9. 

Our Vision and Mission Statements 

Our vision is to honor all children of God through following the ways of Jesus Christ. 

 

Our mission is to celebrate all creation as an active presence in our community, engaging in  

transformational worship and nurturing families and relationships, as we learn to foster more  

justice and love in ourselves and our community. 

http://www.facebook.com/UnitedChurch
http://www.youtube.com/@unitedchurchbigrapids

