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Friends in Christ, 

Our season of Thanksgiving is upon us. I mean, not that we should only 

be thankful in the month of November but, here we are! From pump-

kins to cornucopias our seasons shift from candy treats to preparing the 

table for a feast. Thanksgiving is almost here. 

I am thankful for you. Always and every day I am grateful for the opportunity to serve the United 

Church of Big Rapids and its members and the surrounding community. It brings a sense of sad-

ness, then, that I inform you I have given my 60-day notice to the Governing Board. I will be 

starting a new role as Minister in a church close to Auburn Hills. Once the Search and Call Team 

is in place in a church, a wise Intentional Interim begins to look for the next gig – after all, in this 

economy, most of us cannot go without a paycheck for too long, if at all! So, search I did and all 

too quickly found my next position. 

My last Sunday with you all will be December 11
th

. I’ll have a few office hours following that 

Sunday and my time with you will be complete on December 17
th

.  

In the time I have left at UCBR I will be tidying up a few projects I have been working on and of-

fering your church leadership materials to continue to work on building a better ministry life at 

UCBR. I fully trust in the Search and Call Team to bring you a qualified minister that will be will-

ing to help further the mission and ministry of UCBR in the coming months. They are doing the 

hard work, and they are working hard!  

Time here has been enriching and rewarding. The love in the relationships we have built togeth-

er is something I will treasure. I am beyond wealthy in the gratitude and wealth you have given 

me, and I know my cup… my table overflows. Thank you for these gifts. Thank you for trusting 

me to offer insight as a trained Intentional Interim to bring ideas to the table for UCBR to grow. 

As Thanksgiving approaches and as our tables are being set, let us set this table these last few 

days of Interim ministry, that we prepare to onboard someone new – to extend a seat at a grand 

table, a feast for all to come and be fed. 

I love you all...Pastor Greg  
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 Well, we are now in the fall of 2022 and moving toward the end of 

the year. We have accomplished much during the year. I will spend time 

talking about that during my end of the year Moderator’s message at 

our annual meeting on December 4
th

 after our service.  

At this time of year our church begins to formulate the next years stew-

ardship program and what the 2023 budget should look like to allow us 

to accomplish our many goals. The United Church of Big Rapids has been very fortunate over the 

years, because of the loyal support of the congregation when it came time for the annual pledges 

and the donations to church projects. Our Governing Board, with the involvement of our treasurer, 

bookkeeper and administrative assistant have allowed our church to move forward, with our many 

worthwhile projects. There have been thousands of dollars donated along with church funds from 

our endowments for our parking lot improvement,  Pride Big Rapids, State Street electronic sign in-

stallation, mission commission annual support of: Project Starburst, Habitat for Humanity, Our 

Brother’s Keeper, and WISE.  

As many of you must know, Pastor Greg, will be leaving our congregation on December 17, 2022. 

As an intentional interim pastor, he arrived at our church on August 8
th

, 2021 to provide the needed 

guidance and direction to help us acquire a new called pastor. He was what was needed to set us 

on the right direction. We wish that he could have been with us a little longer, but there were sever-

al factors that led to his early departure. 

With the current economic conditions and time spent on the road going back and forth to Auburn 

Hills; along with the time that he had to spend with his daughter (every other week), and now get-

ting older with increasing demands on his time he felt that he had to come to a tough decision. 

Pastor Greg received a call for a new interim position much closer to his home in Auburn Hills,  

continued on the next page ... 

Pastor Greg’s Schedule 

Pastor Greg is available to you via email, phone or Zoom/Facetime meetings as well 

as in the office at scheduled times.  Julie has his calendar and can get you in contact 

with Pastor Greg.  You can reach Pastor Greg via email at:   

pastor@unitedchurchbr.org. 

 

For November:   

**Dates may be      

subject to change** 

 

 

11/1 - 11/3 Available via phone or Zoom 

11/5 - 11/7 In BR 

11/8 - 11/10 Available via phone or Zoom 

11/12 - 11/13 In BR 

11/14 - 11/17 Available via phone or Zoom 

11/19 - 11/23 VACATION 

11/25 - 11/27 In GR & BR 

11/28 - 12/1 Available via phone or Zoom 

mailto:pastor@unitedchurchbr.org
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Advent is starting November 27, 2022 

The Advent season begins with the first Sunday of Advent on November 27.  Prior to the 

beginning of Advent, you will see information regarding our Advent devotional:  “The 

Dawn Chorus:  An Advent Devotional on the Wonder of Birds.”   

Songbirds know a thing or two about singing into darkness: in the wee hours of the 

morning, before the sun appears over the horizon, they begin a great symphony that sci-

entists call the “dawn chorus.”  

Advent is the church’s dawn chorus. In this devotional designed for families of all shapes 

and sizes, we walk with scripture through the season’s four weeks of hope, peace, joy, 

and love, singing into shadows and looking to the light.  

which would allow more time with his daughter and ease the economic pressures confronting the 

travel expenses involved in his lengthy commute to Big Rapids. He had completed the formation of 

the Call to Care group, Pastor Greg had completed his listening sessions with members of the 

church, and the members of the call committee’s training 85% complete. Our church is in a better 

place. We must continue to work together and be strong as we move toward 2023.  

Thank You Pastor Greg, we wish you well in your new position and best wishes to your daughter, 

Sophie.  

God Bless,  

Marshall Henry - Moderator 

It’s almost time for the annual “hanging of the greens” in anticipation of 

Christmas!  This year’s event will take place on Saturday, December 3.  

Perhaps this is the year to think about how to decorate a little differently 

so that we can share our decorations with our livestream audience and 

to better harness the talents of our congregation.   

Think about how you can help - either with an idea delivered to the 

church office or to the Spiritual Life Commission OR, better yet, come 

and help on Saturday, December 3!  More details to come.  Watch the 

bulletin, email and/or Facebook for additional information. 

 

Thank you to Pastor Greg for all the things you 

have done with us and for us in the last 15 

months!  We pray for you & Sophie as you start 

a new position and hope that your new congre-

gation appreciates all you bring to the church!   
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CROP Walk  

The first weekend in October was a busy one because we also had the CROP Walk.  Pictured is our 

intrepid group:  Jerena Keys;  Maryanne Heidemann;  Susan, Sophie & Maise Grant; Maureen Somsel; 

Alice & Jim Bandstra; Jack & Kurt Somsel with To-

by.  We walked to raise money to address hunger 

issues in the world and right here in our communi-

ty:  25% of the money raised will be apportioned 

between Project Starburst and Our Brother's Keep-

er.  Thank you as well to our contributors who sup-

ported our effort.  This year saw 22 walkers raise 

over $5,300.  Thank you to the United Church team 

for raising over $1,700! 

SEARCH & CALL COMMITTEE 

The Search and Call Committee has been meeting regularly to work on updating our 

Church Profiles for each of the denominations.  We initially met with the denominational 

representatives to get up-to-date information on the requirements for the profiles.  We are 

blessed to have the work of the last Search Committee to use as a reference so that we do 

not have to start at the beginning.  Using that information as a framework really helps us 

focus on how our circumstances have changed and how that will impact our needs going forward.  We will be 

coming to the congregation to update the survey of our requirements and would ask for your prayerful con-

sideration to guide us in the right direction.  In addition, please fee free to contact any members of the com-

mittee, namely, Amy Buse; Carolyn Chipman; Susan H. Grant; Peter McHugh; and Kurt Somsel, if you have 

questions or concerns. 

Mecosta County Habitat Raffles American Flag Afghan 

Mecosta County Habitat for Humanity is holding a raffle for a gorgeous 70 x 53 

American Flag afghan made and donated by Betsey Ashbaugh.  Raffle tickets are one 

for $5 or five for $20 available at the ReStore or by calling Barb Seabolt at 231-250-

0551.  The drawing will take place at the ReStore, 18387 Northland Drive at noon on 

Veteran’s Day, November 11.  What a great way to support Habitat!!! 

MDOT ADOPT-A-HIGHWAY:    

Congratulations to the dedicated volunteers on the Highway 

Pick-up Crew pictured:  Jim Bandstra; Susan H Grant; Mar-

yanne & Paul Heidemann; Marshall Henry; Jerena Keys; Julie 

Kysela; Trish McHugh; Katie McInnis; Patrick McNabb; Leah 

Monger, representing Immanuel Lutheran Church; Don Ste-

phen; and, Judy Tressler.  Thanks to their hard work, we 

picked up fifty bags of trash and five bags of recycla-

bles.  Kudos on another successful year!!  
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MISSION COMMISSION: 

 

The Mission/Social Action Commission currently meets on the second Wednesday of 

each month at 4pm in the church parlor. Our meetings are open, and anyone interest-

ed in the work of the commission is invited to attend. Virtual attendance can be ar-

ranged by letting the commission chair, Frank Hartley (email: hartley51mi-

cro@gmail.com) know no later than the Friday before the scheduled meeting. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED  

Volunteers are needed to be AARP tax aides during the Winter 

tax season.  Tax aides prepare tax returns for seniors and low in-

come individuals.  Training,  equipment, and mentors are provid-

ed.  Greeters are also needed to pass out materials and assist 

clients when they arrive.  Previous tax preparation experience 

not required.  Contact the RSVP Office at 231 796-4848 between 

8:30 and 4:30 to apply or receive additional information.    

 

Red Tag Christmas Project 

The Mission Commission is excited to announce we are partnering again this year 

with Project Starburst to bring Christmas cheer through our annual Red Tag 

Christmas Project. If you would like to help out this year, please let Dee Van Horn 

know by Friday, November 11. Send her an email at deevanhorn@centurytel.net 

with your name and the number of children you are willing to help. Or you can 

call her at 231-972-5737 and provide the same information. To make sure no 

child gets left behind, understand that you are making a firm commitment to participate. Gifts will 

be due back by Friday, December 9. 

Remember to turn your clocks back 

on Sunday, November 6! 

mailto:hartley51micro@gmail.com
mailto:hartley51micro@gmail.com
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Our sign is up and running!  Thank you to those that donated, for your 

generous contributions that offset the cost of our new electronic sign.  

It has been up and running for about two weeks now.  Thank you espe-

cially to Don Stephen for heading up this project and taking the point! 

 

If you have a suggestion for something to put on the sign - please 

contact the church office! 

Welcome to our newest neighbors! 

 

The PRIDE Big Rapids Headquarters will be housed on our second floor!  The group 

will be using two rooms upstairs for offices and conference rooms.  There may be 

additional traffic in the building, so please be aware! 

Don’t forget to return your pledge card 

to the Treasurer.  There is a basket in 

the narthex or you can mail it to the 

church office, ATTN:  Treasurer 

 

Thank you! 
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The United Church of Big Rapids  

is an 

Open and Affirming (UCC) and a More Light Church (PC-USA) 
 

Thanks to the hard work of our O&A Implementation team and many others in our church family, our church 

is recognized by both denominations as an inclusive church!  

https://openandaffirming.org/ona/    https://mlp.org/  

 

 

 

 

You can click on the links above to get more information about what this means to the “outside 

world.”  Thank you to all who live out the words in our O & A Covenant! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date Name 

11/3 Jim Bandstra 

11/8 Becky Jacobs 

11/10 Nancy Burmeister 

11/11 Teresa Cook 

11/14 Raia Ducat 

11/14 Yvonne Kilbourne 

11/22 Sue Boitos 

11/22 Paul Heidemann 

11/23 Diann Bradley 

11/24 Ruth Green 

11/27 Bill Burmeister 

11/30 Joyce Kinser 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Couple    Date Years 

Gary & Rosemary Kailing 11/26 39 

Remember that you may access our monthly 

events calendar online from our website, 

www.unitedchurchbr.org.  The calendar is kept 

up-to-date.  If you have questions or would like 

an item added to the calendar, please contact 

the church office. 
Happy Thanksgiving to you & your 
family.  May your home be forever 

blessed! 

https://openandaffirming.org/ona/
https://mlp.org/
http://www.unitedchurchbr.org
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Contacting the Church 
 

The church office is open and staffed Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday 9:00 am - 1:00 pm. 

Messages & email are checked every day. 

231-527-9567 

Leave a message if no one answers, your call will be returned as soon as possible. 

You can also reach the church office via e-mail: 

Secretary@unitedchurchbr.org  

You can also see videos and keep up with us on: 

Facebook:     www.facebook.com/UnitedChurch 

YouTube:      https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvhVUe-Mai8S4qaKPKeLI5Q 

 

Sunday morning worship (9:30 am) is live streamed on YouTube with a link on our Facebook page and also 

broadcast live on WWBR-FM, 100.9. 

Our Vision and Mission Statements 

Our vision is to honor all children of God through following the ways of Jesus Christ. 

 

Our mission is to celebrate all creation as an active presence in our community, engaging in  

transformational worship and nurturing families and relationships, as we learn to foster more  

justice and love in ourselves and our community. 

http://www.facebook.com/UnitedChurch
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvhVUe-Mai8S4qaKPKeLI5Q?view_as=subscriber

