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World Communion Sunday is October 2nd, 2022. It is the one day in our 
Christian calendars where we gather as a global community to break 
bread, to pour the cup, and fill ourselves on the Spirit of Christ. In the 
life of the Church, we can barely see how the Lord’s Table grows to give 
all a seat on this special occasion. After all, without access to actually 
seeing everyone celebrate it, it is hard to comprehend the significance 

of such an event. Yet, here we are celebrating Holy Communion with the world. 
 
That’s big. 
 
Bigger than we can ever imagine. 
 
Bigger because it goes beyond what any of us have ever experienced. 
 
Building a bigger table at UCBR is work. If the local church wants to extend a seat to all, then 
the work is extraordinary, occasionally tedious, and always laborious. Last month, I sang a song 
called Crowded Table by the Highwomen. The second verse of the song is this: 
 

If we want a garden 
We're gonna have to sow the seed 

Plant a little happiness 
Let the roots run deep 
If it's love that we give 

Then it's love that we reap 
If we want a garden 

We're gonna have to sow the seed 
 

I love that they repeat the words – if we want a garden, we’re gonna have to sow the seed. Any-
one who has had their hands deep in the soil of gardening knows that work is always there. It’s 
constant IF you want to gather a harvest. The same goes with the table. If you want a grand ta-
ble where hundreds gather for a special meal, the work is constant. 
 
Along this journey of building you have been given the gift of the Spirit – breathed into you by 
God at birth, and a constant reminder of God’s presence as you move through this world. Just 
the knowledge of that presence can be invigorating, inspiring. So, use it. Take that breath of 
God, sow seeds, weed the field, gather a rich harvest, and expand the table… and do it boldly, 
just as Jesus was bold. 
 
Let us break bread together. Let us pour wine together. Let us all gather for a bigger table of 
friendship and love. 

I love you all...Pastor Greg  
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 Summer 2022 is now over as we prepare for the fall season. I hope that 

you enjoyed the summer and had the chance to take some time to enjoy your 

family and friends these last three months. The United Church has been active 

in making sure everything is going smoothly, during the summer. Our electron-

ic sign will soon be up on State Street, there have been some improvements to 

the physical aspects of our church building, and our members have been con-

tinuing their support to our church mission, with their pledges.  

 The United Church mission work is continuing on many fronts. I want to talk about one event that 

involved some of our members and two of our mission groups. On September 4, 2022, at the Castle in Cana-

dian Lakes the 18th annual Charity Car show took place. There were 130 vehicles on display and over 1000 

spectators at the show. The United Church has members/attendees who are part of the Canadian Lakes 

Cruisers Car Club that put this big show on every year. The members are Dee Van Horn, Bruce Fredrick, Diane 

Kennedy, Jim and Merrelyn Brand, Melanie and Marshall Henry, Pat Rossi, Roger and Peggy Peterson (before 

they moved). Julie Cole, our administrative assistant, entered one of her classic cars in the show, and Rich 

and Sue Boitos came to the show after church to enjoy all the great vehicles on display.  

 Our in-house group, Project Starburst, was there to help raise money for their mission work. I want to 

thank, Diane Long, Bob Carter and Russ Nehmer for being at the show. They did a great job helping raise 

money during the show. Our Brother’s Keeper was also involved in this event, I want to thank, Nicole Alexan-

der, OBK Executive Director, and OBK residents for  being part of the show and helping raise money for their 

organization. According to Dee VanHorn, something special happened to the OBK residents, while at the 

show: “The staff and guests from OBK were so excited to participate in the car show.  It gave them an oppor-

tunity to meet folks from all around the area; share information about the shelter; and just gave them a 

chance to experience giving to others through their action.  “Excited” was the term best used by the Execu-

tive Director to describe the experience”.  Each of our mission groups will receive a check for $1500 from the 

Canadian Lakes Cruisers during a check presentation in early October. 

 continued on the next page ... 

Pastor Greg’s Schedule 

Pastor Greg is available to you via email, phone or Zoom/Facetime meetings as well 

as in the office at scheduled times.  Julie has his calendar and can get you in contact 

with Pastor Greg.  You can reach Pastor Greg via email at:   

pastor@unitedchurchbr.org. 

 

For October:   

**Dates may be      

subject to change** 

 

 

9/30 - 10/4 In BR 

10/7 - 10/9 In GR & BR 

10/11 - 10/13 Available via phone or Zoom 

10/14 - 10/18 In BR 

10/21 - 10/23 In GR & BR 

10/24 - 10/27 Available via phone or Zoom 

10/28 - 10/30 In GR & BR 

mailto:pastor@unitedchurchbr.org
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From the Mecosta County Commission on Aging 

Hello my name is Jessica and I am the Home Maintenance Coordinator for the Me-

costa County Commission on Aging.  

We are currently working on rebuilding the Home Maintenance program here at the 

center. The program is a great opportunity for our local seniors in Mecosta County to 

receive help with help they need at home at a lower, more affordable rate. We are a referral program that 

works to link our seniors with workers in the area that would be willing to help them with these maintenance 

issues.  

We are looking for workers for our program. We have lots of opportunities for potential workers to earn in-

come. I am reaching out to you to see if this would be something you would be interested in. If you would 

like more information about our amazing program, you can call the MCCOA at 231-972-2884 and ask for Jes-

sica. 

I would be happy to answer any questions you have or if you would like to give my number to anyone who 

would be interested that would be great. Thank you and I look forward to hearing from you.  

Please join us at The Brook of Big 

Rapids on October 3rd, 2022 

 

7:30 A.M. to 9:00 A.M. 

for  
Donuts, Coffee or Apple Cider 

 

Drive up under the awning for your 
complimentary donut and beverage. 

14595 215th Avenue 

Big Rapids,  MI 

As all of us should realize that the United Church is all about people. Not only the members, staff and clergy, 

but the individuals and groups that we support as a church. Let us all try to do our part to make, the United 

Church of Big Rapids, the best that it can be. 

God Bless 

Marshall Henry - Moderator 
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Celebrate Clergy Appreciation on 10/9! 

 
Come to the Parlor after worship on Sunday, October 9 as we celebrate Clergy 

Appreciation with a mini-brunch of quiche and donuts! 

 

Thank you to Pastor Greg for all the things you have done in the past year.  

It’s not easy being an interim pastor and you handle the tasks set before 

you with a smile on your face!   

 

We are blessed to have you 

with us! 



The United Church 

CROP Walk is Coming! 

 

The Annual CROP WALK will be held on Sunday, October 2nd, 2022 at 1:00 

p.m.  CROP raises money to address hunger issues globally, nationally and in our 

own community.  Twenty five per cent (25%) of the money raised is distributed to 

our local food pantries.  The Walk begins at the IRC Building on the FSU Cam-

pus.  For information or questions, contact Susan H Grant. 

 

If you are interested in becoming a member 

of The United Church, please contact Pastor 

Greg (pastor@unitedchurchbr.org or 616-

822-0669).   

You can contact Pastor Greg, or the church office for 

information on baptisms, membership or any other 

pastoral concerns at any time. 

SEARCH & CALL COMMITTEE 

The Search and Call Committee has been meeting regularly to work on updating our 

Church Profiles for each of the denominations.  We initially met with the denominational 

representatives to get up-to-date information on the requirements for the profiles.  We are 

blessed to have the work of the last Search Committee to use as a reference so that we do 

not have to start at the beginning.  Using that information as a framework really helps us 

focus on how our circumstances have changed and how that will impact our needs going forward.  We will be 

coming to the congregation to update the survey of our requirements and would ask for your prayerful con-

sideration to guide us in the right direction.  In addition, please fee free to contact any members of the com-

mittee, namely, Amy Buse; Carolyn Chipman; Susan H. Grant; Peter McHugh; and Kurt Somsel, if you have 

questions or concerns. 

Mecosta County Habitat Raffles American Flag Afghan 

 

Mecosta County Habitat for Humanity is holding a raffle for a gorgeous 70 x 53 

American Flag afghan made and donated by Betsey Ashbaugh.  Raffle tickets are one 

for $5 or five for $20 available at the ReStore or by calling Barb Seabolt at 231-250-

0551.  The drawing will take place at the ReStore, 18387 Northland Drive at noon on Veteran’s Day, November 

11.  What a great way to support Habitat!!! 

October is 

mailto:pastor@unitedchurchbr.org
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MISSION COMMISSION CALENDAR OF EVENTS: 

October 2 - Annual CROP Walk 

October 7/8 – OBK – “Can You Survive the Night”  

 

The Mission/Social Action Commission currently meets on the second Wednesday of 

each month at 4pm in the church parlor. Our meetings are open, and anyone interest-

ed in the work of the commission is invited to attend. Virtual attendance can be ar-

ranged by letting the commission chair, Frank Hartley (email: hartley51mi-

cro@gmail.com) know no later than the Friday before the scheduled meeting. 

ADOPT-A-HIGHWAY:    

Can it be autumn already??  It is, and the time for our Fall Highway Pickup ap-

proaches.  Our Adopt-a-Highway event is scheduled Saturday, October 1st, 

2022.  As always, we will meet at the Church to watch the safety video, form 

teams, pick up our gear and carpool out to the Highway.  If we have a full com-

plement of workers, ideally twenty five (25), we will have the six teams we need 

to get the job done by noon.  So, please invite your friends.  If anyone knows 

students who need community service hours, please invite them as well.  If you have any questions, 

please contact Susan Grant at:  adonaldgrant73@gmail.com  or at, 231 580-1149.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Can YOU Survive the Night?  Come join Our Brother’s Keeper on Friday, October 7 and experience a night 

“out” on a cot, in a tent or on the ground – your choice!  The event starts at 7:00 p.m. on Friday October 7 

and ends at 7:00 a.m. on Saturday, October 8 at Mitchell Creek Park in Big Rapids. There is a $10 donation to 

participate or $25 donation to participate and receive a tee.  

 OBK has operated at capacity since October 21, 2021 serving 252 guests up until July 1, 2023.  Guests 

included 44 children between the ages of 0-17, 172 between the ages of 18 and 54 and 36 age 55 and older.  

Providing shelter, 3 meals a day, hygiene items and laundry services to the guests requires a trained staff and 

substantial financial resources to meet all of the needs.  Participants in the event have an opportunity to learn 

more about the OBK Shelter and its needs in serving members of the community who are experiencing 

homelessness. More information can be found on the OBK Facebook page or by contacting the Shelter  

at 231- 629-8033.   

mailto:hartley51micro@gmail.com
mailto:hartley51micro@gmail.com
mailto:adonaldgrant73@gmail.com
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The United Church of Big Rapids  

is an 

Open and Affirming (UCC) and a More Light Church (PC-USA) 
 

Thanks to the hard work of our O&A Implementation team and many others in our church family, our church 

is recognized by both denominations as an inclusive church!  

https://openandaffirming.org/ona/    https://mlp.org/  

 

 

 

 

You can click on the links above to get more information about what this means to the “outside 

world.”  Thank you to all who live out the words in our O & A Covenant! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date Name 

10/2 Megan Vajda 

10/3 Bruce MacDonald 

10/6 Elizabeth Morningstar 

10/12 Katie McInnis 

10/14 Michael Scsavnicki 

10/14 Dee Van Horn 

10/16 Don Olree 

10/24 Judy Tressler 

10/27 Robert McInnis 

10/31 Janet Williams 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Couple Date Years 

Murray & Maxine Sayre 10/6 65 

Jim & Terri Cook 10/12 21 

Jim & Carolyn Chipman 10/20 60 

Remember that you may access our monthly 

events calendar online from our website, 

www.unitedchurchbr.org.  The calendar is kept 

up-to-date.  If you have questions or would like 

an item added to the calendar, please contact 

the church office. 

https://openandaffirming.org/ona/
https://mlp.org/
http://www.unitedchurchbr.org
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Contacting the Church 
 

The church office is open and staffed Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday 9:00 am - 1:00 pm. 

Messages & email are checked every day. 

231-527-9567 

Leave a message if no one answers, your call will be returned as soon as possible. 

You can also reach the church office via e-mail: 

Secretary@unitedchurchbr.org  

You can also see videos and keep up with us on: 

Facebook:     www.facebook.com/UnitedChurch 

YouTube:      https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvhVUe-Mai8S4qaKPKeLI5Q 

 

Sunday morning worship (9:30 am) is live streamed on YouTube with a link on our Facebook page and also 

broadcast live on WWBR-FM, 100.9. 

Our Vision and Mission Statements 

Our vision is to honor all children of God through following the ways of Jesus Christ. 

 

Our mission is to celebrate all creation as an active presence in our community, engaging in  

transformational worship and nurturing families and relationships, as we learn to foster more  

justice and love in ourselves and our community. 

http://www.facebook.com/UnitedChurch
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvhVUe-Mai8S4qaKPKeLI5Q?view_as=subscriber

